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Residents head to polls May 20

SCHOOL
DISTRICT
BUDGET

On Tuesday, May 20, Marcellus Central 
School District residents will vote on a 
$31,605,814 proposed budget for the 2014-15 
school year. The budget calls for a 3.94 percent 
increase in spending over 2013-14 and carries a 

2.37 percent tax 
levy increase, 
the maximum 
allowed for the 
district under 
the state’s tax 
levy limit law.

The fiscal 
plan includes 
no program 
reductions, adds 

several teaching positions and enriches student 
services and supplies.

Residents also will elect two members to 
the Marcellus Board of Education and decide 
on a second proposition, to replace four school 
buses at a cost of $376,247.  The district is 
eligible for 76 percent reimbursement of the 
cost of the vehicles in aid from the state.

Throughout the 2014-15 budget 
development process, the district sought 
feedback from residents – through budget 
forums, town meetings and an online survey 
– about how best to balance the costs and 

Proposal keeps levy increase at 2.37 percent cap
benefits of a well-rounded Marcellus education, 
during a time of dwindling state aid and 
escalating costs.

“We feel fortunate to be proposing a plan 
that not only avoids reductions in education 
opportunities for our students, but in fact 
enhances our instructional programming in key 
areas,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig J. 
Tice said. “We were able to do so, and keep the 
tax levy within the district’s calculated limit, by 
factoring in a cautious use of district reserves 
to close the budget gap.”

Marcellus will pay for its expenses, 
which increased most in the areas of teacher 
retirement costs (up 11 percent) and BOCES 
services (up 24 percent), in part with a 
proposed tax levy of $17,776,775, which is 
an increase of $411,514 or 2.37 percent over 
2013-14. For the owner of a $100,000 home with 
a basic STAR exemption, this would mean an 
estimated increase of $38.40 in school property 
taxes.

Rather than raise local property taxes 
above the district’s calculated tax levy limit of 
2.37 percent, district administrators and board 
members are proposing to use $983,336 in 
reserve funds, about one-fifth of the district’s 
fund balance, to help fill the gap between 

All the high-octane, mega-decibel debates 
in Albany – about equity, testing, mandates and 
more – can sometimes drown out the quieter 
victories happening closer to home. Those “a-ha!” 
moments of happy discovery and learning unfold 
every day in Marcellus classrooms.

They’re what the proposed $31.6 million 
investment in Marcellus Central Schools is all 
about. And in 2013-14, the district’s students, 
faculty and staff have kept the drum beat going, 
by amassing an impressive collection of academic 
honors, artistic achievements and assorted other 
feathers in the district’s collective cap. 

Districtwide: 
• For the third year in a row, the Buffalo-based 

business magazine, Business First, ranked 
Marcellus sixth in academic performance 
out of 53 public school districts in the six-
county Syracuse region.

District students and staff continues to shine in 2013-14

• The district was awarded its fifth 
consecutive, titanium-level School Safety 
Excellence Award from the Utica National 
Insurance Group.

• The district was awarded a $4,000 Think 
Green Grant from Keep America Beautiful 
and Waste Management for its ongoing food 
waste composting program.

Budget Fast Facts

Proposed budget

$31,605,814

Spending increase

$1,198,827 

(or 3.94 percent)

Estimated school tax 

levy increase

$411,514

(or 2.37 percent)

Vote: 
Tuesday, May 20

Noon to 9 p.m.

Marcellus Senior High 
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Board of Education

 Mr. Ryan Riefler, President
 Mr. John Fuller, Vice President
 Mr. Jeffrey Crysler 
 Mr. David Kelly 
 Dr. David Locastro 
 Ms. Kathleen Welch
 Mr. Thomas West
 
School District Leadership
 Superintendent
 Dr. Craig J. Tice

 Assistant Superintendent 
 (Pupil Services)
 Ms. Trish McCarron

School Building Leadership
 Mr. John Durkee 
 (High School Principal)

 Ms. Janet O’Mara
 (DMS Principal)

 Mr. Gary Bissaillon
 (KCH Principal)

Coordinators/Directors/Assistants
 Ms. Cindy Bird 
 (Curriculum K-6)

 Ms. Cheryl Wallace-Vilardo 
 (Curriculum 7-12)

 Ms. Deborah Glisson
 (Instruction 7-12)

 Mr. Michael Free
 (Athletics 7-12)

Business Office Leadership
       Mr. Anthony Sonnacchio
 (School Business Administrator)

 Ms. Lorraine Phillips
 (District Treasurer)

 Ms. Sue Larison
  (Registrar/Attendance Officer)

 Ms. Kim LaRose
  (District Clerk)

Supervisors/Directors/Managers         
       Ms. Patricia Grogan
 (Food Service)

Ms. Susan Stearns 
 (Transportation)

 Mr. Keith Watkins
 (Facilities)

Safety/Security/Dispatchers/Assistants
 Mr. John Scanlon 

(KCH School Resource Officer)

 Mr. Matthew Hayes
 (DMS School Resource Officer) 

 Mr. Earl Smith 
 (High School Resource Officer)

 Ms. Robin Bourque 
 (Bus Dispatcher) 
 
 Mr. Ronald Valentine 
 (Security Alarms & Snow Watch)

Budget Q&A
What is the “tax levy limit,” and does 
Marcellus exceed its limit?

The tax levy limit is the highest allowable 
tax levy that a school district can propose 
for which the approval of a simple majority 
of voters (50 percent plus one) is required. 
The limit is calculated using a multi-step 
formula that takes into account any allowable 
exclusions (such as pension costs and capital 
expenditures).

Any proposed tax levy above this limit 
requires budget approval by a supermajority 
of voters (60 percent). The Marcellus Board 
of Education has proposed a budget that 
includes a tax levy increase equal to the 
district’s limit of 2.37 percent.

How is the tax levy different from a tax rate?
A tax levy equals the total amount of 

money the school district will collect from 
local property owners to fund its budget. 
It is calculated after factoring in all other 
revenues, including state aid, coming to the 
district.

The tax rate – or the amount to be charged 
for every $1,000 of assessed property value 
– is calculated by dividing the tax levy into 
the total assessed value of the school district, 
which is determined by the assessment office 
of the town in which the property is located.

With the tax levy limit law, does the public still 
vote on a school budget?

Yes, residents will still vote on a proposed 
school budget on Tuesday, May 20.

What happens if the budget is defeated?
If the proposed budget is defeated in May, 

the Marcellus Board of Education can put 
another budget – the same or revised – up 
for a vote in June or immediately adopt a 
contingent budget. After two unsuccessful 

budget votes, Marcellus must adopt a 
contingent budget, which would mean an 
additional $411,514 in reductions to programs 
and services.

What is a STAR exemption, and how does it 
reduce my school taxes?

Community members who own a home 
and live in their own homes can reduce their 
school property taxes through a School Tax 
Relief (STAR) exemption, which is paid for 
through state taxes. Homeowners must apply 
through their town assessor’s office to be 
eligible for this tax break. Learn more at www.
tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/index.htm.

How will the new state “tax freeze” affect my 
school tax bill?

As part of the recently adopted state 
budget, the state Legislature created a 
property tax credit that may provide a rebate 
check to homeowners beginning in the 
upcoming school year. In the first year of this 
rebate program, a district must stay within 
its 2014-15 tax levy cap. In the second year, a 
district must stay within its 2015-16 tax levy 
cap and receive state approval for a shared 
services/efficiency plan that achieves savings 
equivalent to 1 percent of the tax levy each 
year for three years.

If a district stays within its cap (as 
Marcellus has), homeowners who are eligible 
for the School Tax Relief Program, or STAR, 
will receive a rebate check from the state for 
a portion of the school taxes they paid. Please 
note that residents will still receive a school 
tax bill in September and will still need to 
pay their annual taxes under the program. 
Additional details about the program, including 
when rebate checks will be mailed by the state, 
are still being developed by the New York State 
Department of Taxation and Finance.

Budget keeps levy increase at 2.37 percent cap
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

projected revenues and expenses in 2014-15. 
After months of deliberation, administrators 

and the Board of Education drafted a plan that:
• cuts one full-time equivalent Career 

Technical Education teaching position (due 
to declining enrollment in the subject area); 

• adds a full-time, districtwide computer 
technician position; a 0.6 FTE limited 
English proficiency teacher position (that 
had previously been funded by grant 
money); a 1.0 FTE math support teacher 
at K.C. Heffernan Elementary School; 
a 0.4 FTE library media specialist at 
Driver Middle School, which restores the 
DMS librarian position to full time after 
a reduction two years ago; a 0.5 FTE art 
teacher at the high school; a 0.5 FTE 

Spanish teacher at the high school; a 0.4 
FTE math support teacher at DMS; and a 
0.5 FTE psychologist position at KCH; 

• increases funding for fine art supplies and 
academic intervention materials district-
wide; science kits and engineering curricu-
lum at DMS; academic support software at 
KCH; and BOCES student support services. 
“These staffing changes will allow us to 

continue to improve the support services avail-
able to our students, especially the additions 
of a psychologist and instructional support 
positions,” Dr. Tice said. “At the same time, the 
budget includes adjustments that are based on 
declining enrollment in some areas (business) 
and increased student interest in others (art 
and Spanish).”
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In an economic climate still marked by shrinking revenues 
and escalating costs, the Marcellus Central School District 
continues to look for ways to reduce expenses without 
jeopardizing the integrity of a Marcellus education. Some 
recent examples include:

• The district put out the call for monetary and in-kind 
donations to help build an on-campus softball field. The 
field will cost an estimated $350,000 to $400,000, which 
board members and administrators hope to minimize with 
an infusion of community support. Some organizations, 
including the Marcellus Sports Boosters Club and the 
Marcellus Optimist Club, already pledged to pitch in, and 
Marcellus High School ninth-grader and Boy Scout Kevin 
Brown agreed to build the field’s dugouts as his Eagle 

Marcellus per-pupil spending among the region’s lowest
Scout service project. In addition, fundraising events to 
benefit the field’s construction have been scheduled during 
Olde Home Days, June 6-8 at Marcellus Park. They include 
“Meadow Muffin Madness” (known in other circles as 
“cow chip bingo”), from 11 a.m. to noon on June 8, and a 
performance by student band “Electric Mud” from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. on June 7.

• The district and its employees continue to work together 
to control increases in health insurance costs. The 
Marcellus Faculty Association, Marcellus Employees Union, 
Marcellus School Office Personnel Association, Marcellus 
Administrators Association and Mechanics Union all have 
moved to a less expensive, three-tier prescription plan and 
are contributing a higher percentage toward the cost of 
health insurance. These efforts will save the district more 
than $230,000 next year. Contracts for other groups are 
expiring at the end of this school year.

•	 Marcellus	will	continue	to	take	advantage	of	below-market	
costs for utilities due to a three-year commitment acquired 
by the New York School and Municipal Energy Consortium 
in 2012. (This agreement is set to expire in 2015, and 
district officials expect a significant increase in utility costs 
for the 2015-16 school year.)

According to data released in April 2014, Marcellus has one 
of the lowest per-pupil expenditures throughout the region and 
state, with the third-lowest per-pupil spending rate of all districts 
in Onondaga-Cortland-Madison BOCES (see chart at left). 

Students and staff shine in 2013-14 CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

• The National School Public Relations Association 
recognized the Marcellus Central School District with two 
awards for its communications efforts. CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

The DMS Science Olympiad Team placed 12th out of 
30 teams and brought home 10 medals from a regional 
competition in Red Creek. 

K.C. Heffernan Elementary School: 
• Last spring, third-graders at KCH earned the second-highest 

scores of the 23 school districts in the OCM BOCES region on 
the state math assessment, with 53.9 percent scoring at a Level 
3 or better on the math test. They also scored in the top five in 
OCM BOCES on the state English language arts test. 

• The school held its eighth annual “Discover Your Talent 
Day,” during which students saw demonstrations of various 
skills from assorted community groups.

• KCH students and teachers participated in more than two 
dozen video conferences, allowing them to make virtual 
trips to schools in several distant states (Alaska, Colorado, 
Michigan, Texas), as well as to British Columbia, Canada. 

• Seventeen students earned certificates for their 
participation in the third-grade leaders group at KCH.

• More than 60 third-graders served on the school’s safety 
patrol in 2013-14.

• More than 100 students submitted posters to a bullying 
prevention drawing contest.

• More than 60 students (grades K-3) have received an award 
from the physical education staff in recognition of fairness, 
helping others and good sportsmanship.

• In 2012-13, more than half of the first grade accepted the 
“100 Book Club Challenge.”

C.S. Driver Middle School: 
• Sixth-graders at DMS earned the second-highest scores 

Per-pupil spending by CNY school districts
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Defeated budget would mean $411,514 in reductions
 If the majority of residents vote no on the proposed 

budget May 20, the Marcellus Board of Education will have 
the option of putting the same or a revised budget up for a 
revote, or adopting a contingent budget. If voters reject the 
budget twice, the district must adopt a contingent budget.

Adopting a contingent budget would prohibit Marcellus 
from spending any money in certain areas, including 
community use of school facilities (unless all costs are 
reimbursed to the district); new equipment purchases; 
non-essential maintenance; capital expenditures (except in 
emergencies); salary increases for non-instructional, non-
unionized employees; and certain field trips and student 

supplies. Contingency rules also cap the growth of the 
administrative component of the budget. 

More significantly, under the law, if Marcellus adopts a 
contingent budget, the district would have to keep its 2014-15 
tax levy the same as or less than its 2013-14 tax levy – in effect 
a 0 percent cap.

In other words, the district would have to levy the same 
amount of taxes as this year – or less – and as a result may 
need to reduce costs by an additional $411,514, without any 
adjustments for state pension rate increases, contractual 
obligations or any other costs, whether or not they are 
mandated.

2014-152013-142013-14 2014-15

2013-14
2013-14

2014-15
2014-15

$2,845,319

$21,784,893

$5,776,775

$30,406,987

9.4%

71.6%

19.0%

100.0%

$2,826,559

$23,126,978

$5,652,277

$31,605,814

8.9%

73.2%

17.9%

100.0%

($18,760)

$1,342,085

($124,498)

$1,198,827

$11,979,313 

$460,285 

$602,128 

$17,365,261 

$30,406,987 

39.4%

1.5%

2.0%

57.1%

100.0%

$12,395,418

$450,285

$983,336 

$17,776,775 

$31,605,814 

39.2%

1.4%

3.1%

56.3%

100.0%

$416,105 

($10,000)

$381,208 

$411,514 

$1,198,827 

Spending summary

Spending summary Revenue summary
Administration

8.9%
Capital
17.9%

Program
73.2%

Property Taxes
56.3%

State Aid
39.2%

Other revenue
1.4%

Use of reserves
3.1%
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A closer look at the proposed 2014 -15 budget

Board of Education

Central administration

Finance

Staff

Maintenance

Central services

Special items

Admin. improvement

Teaching

Instructional media*

Pupil services

Transportation

Community service

Employee benefits

Debt service

Total budget

$29,600

$182,223

$416,590

$142,202

$2,010,982 

$114,363 

$284,285 

$953,784 

$11,258,024 

$844,389 

$1,472,880 

$1,624,898 

$1,000 

$7,834,789 

$3,236,978 

$30,406,987

$30,627

$188,644

$360,783

$142,202

$2,050,012 

$117,166 

$285,771 

$992,986 

$12,053,427 

$977,191 

$1,568,614 

$1,696,851 

$1,000 

$8,051,719 

$3,088,821 

$31,605,814

$1,027

$6,421

($55,807)

$0

$39,030

$2,803

$1,486

$39,202

$795,403

$132,802

$95,734

$71,953

$0

$216,930

($148,157)

$1,198,827

3.5%

3.5%

   (13.4%)

0.0%

1.9%

2.5%

0.5%

4.1%

7.1%

15.7%

6.5%

4.4%

0.0%

2.8%

 (4.6%)

3.9%

*Larger than normal increase in instructional media is due to the addition of a K-3 literacy program, 0.4 FTE 
library media specialist, and 1.0 FTE PC/software support specialist (see page 2).  

2013-14 
Budget

2014-15 
Proposed

Increase/(decrease) % change

Defeated budget would mean $411,514 in reductions

Millions in revenue lost to Gap Elimination Adjustment
The New York state budget gives Marcellus an estimated 

budget-to-budget increase of $416,105 in state aid for next 
school year – or a total of $12,395,418 (as shown in the table 
on Page 4).

Marcellus, like districts across the state, has lost millions 
in revenue from the state because of the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment. The GEA was established during the 2009-10 
school year to eliminate the state’s budget deficit by taking 
away promised aid from school districts, and shifting a larger 
burden of education funding to local property taxpayers. Since 
the GEA was implemented, Marcellus has lost approximately 
$7.1 million in state aid. The district will lose an additional 
$1,204,751 to the GEA next year, bringing Marcellus’ total, 
five-year GEA loss to more than $8.3 million.

While some believe that a fragile economic recovery is 
under way, the state’s school districts — their students, staff, 
and taxpayers — are contending with the cumulative effect 
of years of lost state aid. When revenues decline and costs 
continue to rise, government agencies, including schools, have 
essentially three options: increase taxes to pay for programs 
and services, reduce or eliminate these programs and services, 
or rethink the delivery of them. (One of those options — 
raising taxes — is now restricted by the state’s tax levy limit or 
“tax cap” law.)

School districts have employed a combination of all three 
options throughout the past few years:  delivering programs 
and services in new ways, reducing program offerings and 
services and increasing taxes based on budget votes in their 

communities. Many also have dipped into their rainy-day 
reserve funds. 

“The Marcellus community has been very smart about 
how it has handled its finances,” said district Business 
Administrator Anthony Sonnacchio. 

In Marcellus, budget reductions in recent years have 
affected staffing in all areas, including custodial, maintenance, 
teachers, administrators, bus drivers, office personnel, teacher 
aides and teaching assistants.  Marcellus also has trimmed its 
expenses through a negotiated reduction in energy costs with 
NYSMEC, debt refinancing (similar to mortgage refinancing), 
cooperatively purchased and negotiated health insurance 
for employees, and utilization of programs that generate 
additional aid from New York state.

“Because the district has made difficult decisions in the 
past, it continues to position itself to remain fiscally stable for 
the foreseeable future. We’re expecting increased costs due 
to the Affordable Care Act, and rising rates for electricity and 
natural gas, but we’re addressing these issues in our long-
range financial plan. If we continue to look to the future and 
maintain an awareness of what’s on the horizon, we’ll be able 
to maintain the programs the community wants in its schools,” 
Sonnacchio said.

To help further fill the gap between projected revenues 
and expenses in 2014-15 – without  raising local property taxes 
above the district’s calculated tax levy limit of 2.37 percent, 
Marcellus has proposed spending $983,336 in reserve funds, or 
about one-fifth of the district’s remaining fund balance.
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Students and staff...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

on the 2013 state English language arts assessment out 
of all 23 OCM BOCES component districts, with 58.1 
percent scoring at a Level 3 or better on the ELA test. 
Sixth-graders also scored the third-highest scores in math. 
Seventh-and eighth-graders at DMS, meanwhile, scored in 
the top 3 in OCM BOCES in the state math test. 

• DMS welcomed award-winning children’s author Ben 
Mikaelsen, (“Ghost of Spirit Bear,” “Stranded”), in March 
as part of the school’s weeklong celebration of People as 
Reading Partners (PARP).

• The DMS Science Olympiad Team placed 12th out of 
30 teams and brought home 10 medals from a regional 
competition in Red Creek. 

• Seventh-grade artists had their colored pencil drawings of 
desserts on display at The Yogurt Bar on Kasson Road in 
Camillus throughout the month of February.

• Seventh-grade exploratory language students taught 
students in three classes at K.C. Heffernan Elementary 
to sing a song in French. The students performed the song 
together at the KCH Sing-along in December. 

• During the holiday season, students at all grade levels 
reached out to others with donations, projects and commu-
nity service. Students made food bank donations; crafted 
blankets for Project Linus; made bandanas for guide dogs; 
participated in Kazoo Fest for Camp Good Days; participated 
in Read to Feed; and served food at the Samaritan Center.

• On April 14, DMS eighth-grader Ethan Mosure was one 
of 100 children from across the state to travel to Albany 
for The National Geographic Geography Bee. Principal 
Janet O’Mara reports Ethan earned a T-shirt, certificate of 
participation and “the knowledge that he was part of an 
elite group of children with knowledge of their world that 
rivals that of many adults.”

Marcellus High School
• Marcellus High School was named a “reward school” by 

the New York State Education Department for consistently 
achieving high scores in all areas.

• Marcellus High School in April was named one of the 
nation’s “100 Best w!se High Schools Teaching Personal 
Finance” during a ceremony at the New York Stock Exchange.

• Seven students at Marcellus High School earned the 
distinction of AP Scholar for 2013 from the College Board 
for their exceptional performance on the college-level 
Advanced Placement (AP) exams.

• 89 percent of Marcellus High School’s 2012 graduates 
planned to attend two- or four-year colleges.

• Marcellus High School social studies teacher Jabe Kile 
received the “Gold Star Teacher Award” at the 11th annual 
MoneyPower Conference for Financial Literacy.

On May 20, voters will consider 
a separate proposition to purchase 
three 66-passenger school buses and 
one 30-passenger vehicle at a cost 
not to exceed $376,247. The state 
would reimburse the district for 
approximately 76 percent of the cost 
of the buses. The remainder would 
come from local property taxes.

The proposed bus purchases are part of an ongoing 10-year 
bus replacement plan designed to ensure students are transported 
on buses that meet the latest safety standards, according to 
Transportation Director Susan Stearns. The plan also:

• Maintains the resale value of any buses to be traded in, 
which next year will include a 2004 66-passenger bus 
with 101,855 miles (placed in service in 2003); a 2005 
66-passenger bus with 105,382 miles (placed in service in 
2004); and a 2005 66-passenger bus with 108,086 miles (in 
service since 2004). Those three vehicles have a combined 
approximate value of $13,500.

• Provides better warranty coverage of buses for parts and 
service, which reduces parts purchases and expenses.

• Limits the cost of repairs associated with aging buses.

Also on the ballot: 
Bus purchase proposition

• Marcellus High School science teacher Ellen Spencer was 
among the 215 educators across the state named “master 
teachers” by Gov. Andrew Cuomo on April 14.

• Marcellus High School language teacher Jessica Cuello was 
awarded the 2014 Hollins University Teaching Award, for 
preparing students to achieve and excel in a higher education 
setting. She also received the 2013 New Letters Poetry Prize.

• Marcellus High School students participated in a 
Career, Citizenship and College Fair in March, in which 
representatives from 28 local organizations – including 
local real estate agencies, colleges, manufacturers, military 
branch offices, police and fire departments, parks and non-
profit groups – answered questions about opportunities for 
career and community service. 

• The high school’s Science Olympiad team placed 15th out 
of 29 schools competing at the regional competition. Eight 
students brought home medals.

• A cast and crew of more than 50 students in March presented 
the musical “Annie” as the 2013-14 All-School Show.

• Twenty-one Marcellus High School students received 
35 awards in the 2014 CNY Scholastic Art Awards 
competition. Seven of those students won “Gold Key” 
awards, which advanced them to the national competition.

• The following sports teams achieved Scholar-Athlete status 
from the New York State Public High School Athletic 
Association (NYSPHSAA): boys and girls basketball, boys 
and girls cross-country, football, boys and girls indoor 
track and field, boys and girls soccer, girls tennis, and girls 
volleyball.
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Marcellus residents will elect two members of the Board of 
Education on May 20. Two candidates have filed nominating 
petitions for the two available seats. 

The Marcellus Central School District Board of Education 
is a seven-member board, with each member serving a three-
year term of office. Board elections are held on an at-large 
basis. Those elected will serve a three-year term beginning 
July 1, 2014, and ending June 30, 2017.  

The candidates’ names will appear on the ballot in the 
following order:

Mr. John Fuller, of 
Marcellus, is seeking a 
third term on the Board of 
Education. He was elected 
to a three-year term in 2010, 
and then to a one-year term 
last year (to fill the balance of 
the unexpired term of former 
board member Mrs. Julie 
Brissette). He is currently the 
board vice president. A district 
resident for 30 years, Mr. Fuller 
has served as president of 
the Marcellus Girls Lacrosse 
Club (2005 to 2010) and as a 
volunteer with the Martisco 
Lions Club. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from St. Bonaventure 

University. He is president and CEO of Contractor One 
Software and has served as an adjunct instructor at State 
University College at Oswego since 2002. He and wife Barbara 
have three children: all graduates of Marcellus Central 
Schools.

Dr. David Locastro, of 
Marcellus, is seeking a 
second term on the Board 
of Education. He has served 
on the Board since 2011. A 
district resident for 17 years, 
Dr. Locastro is a member of 
the Cayuga County Medical 
Society and American Legion 
Post No. 297 in Marcellus, and 
a volunteer with the Marcellus 
Girls Lacrosse Club. He also 
volunteers with Help Us 
Give Smiles (HUGS), a relief 
organization that provides 
reconstructive surgery to 
children around the world, 
and Project Children, a group 
that hosts visits to the United 

States for children in Northern Ireland. He holds a medical 
degree from the New York University School of Medicine and 
a bachelor’s degree in biology from Le Moyne College. Dr. 
Locastro is a board-certified surgeon specializing in venous 
disease. He and wife Amy have four children: all students in 
Marcellus Central schools.
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During last year’s school 
district budget vote, Marcellus 
voters approved a proposal 
to construct and install a 
wireless communication 
network throughout all district 
buildings.

That work, which involves 
the installation of more than 8 
miles of cable and 225 access 
points (similar to the Wi-Fi 

routers found in many homes), got under way at C.S. Driver 
Middle School in mid-April, and will continue through the 
summer. The upgrade expands the district’s wireless access 
to all three schools, the transportation garage, the district 
maintenance building and some outdoors areas, according to 
district Technology Director Elena Drescher.

Marcellus Central School District owns more than 400 
wirelessly connected devices, including Chromebooks, 
netbooks, laptops, iPads, iPods, Kindles and Nooks. The district 
anticipates a “controlled rollout” of the network in 2014-15, 
starting with access for all district-owned devices and then for 
staff-owned equipment. 

The district also is exploring the possibility of making its 
Wi-Fi available for public use and for student-owned devices, 
Drescher said. 

Work begins on expanded 
wireless network for 2014-15

Marcellus Central School District residents for the first 
time will cast their school election ballots using electronic 
voting machines on May 20. 

The district has contracted with the Onondaga County 
Board of Elections for the use of ImageCast Optical Scan 
Voting System machines. Each voter will be handed a ballot 
and directed to a privacy booth, where the voter will mark the 
ballot with a special pen. Next, voters will feed their marked 
ballots into a machine that will scan and count their selections. 

The district decided to switch to electronic machines 
last year, after officials had trouble finding a qualified local 
technician to maintain its lever machines on Election Day.

“To avoid challenges in the future, and because the switch 
from lever machines is inevitable, we thought it was in our 
best interest to utilize the county’s equipment and make 
the transition at this time,” district Business Administrator 
Anthony Sonnacchio said.

The total estimated cost for using the county’s machines 
– which includes equipment delivery, machine verification, 
ballot printing and the services of two voting system 
specialists, two inspectors and one technician – is $1,815.

Marcellus introduces 
electronic voting machines

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES

Dr. David Locastro

Mr. John Fuller
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PLEASE 
VOTE!
Tuesday
May 20, 2014
Noon to 9 p.m.

Marcellus Senior High School
1 Mustang Hill
Marcellus, NY 13108

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
Monday, May 12, 2014, 7 p.m.
Marcellus Senior High School

On the ballot:
•	 2014-15 school budget proposition: 
    $31,605,814.
• Bus proposition (see page 6).
• Two seats on the Marcellus Board of 

Education (see page 7).

Voter qualifications:
•  U.S. citizen.
• 18 years of age or older.
• District residency for at least 30 days prior 

to the vote.
• No voter registration is required.

Absentee voters:
Obtain an application at the district 

office or by calling (315) 673-6000. It must be 
returned by May 13 if the absentee ballot is to 
be mailed to the voter or by May 19 if it will be 
picked up by the voter. Absentee ballots must 
be returned no later than 4 p.m. on May 20. 

Voter survey:
Volunteers will ask exiting voters to fill 

out a survey form. Participation is strictly 

voluntary and anonymous. The district is 
using the survey as one tool to listen to 
residents and guide decision-making.

For more budget info, go to www.marcellusschools.org


