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On Tuesday, May 21, Marcellus Central 
School District residents will vote on the dis-
trict’s $30.4 million proposed budget for the 
2013-14 school year.  The budget calls for a 
less-than-1 percent (0.61 percent) increase in 
spending over 2012-13 and carries a 2.9 per-
cent tax levy increase, more than 1 percent 
below the maximum allowed for the district 
under the state’s 2011 tax levy limit law.

The fiscal plan improves the district’s 
current academic program and restores two 
full-time custodial workers, adds a library 
media specialist position, middle school 
teacher and a third school resource officer; 
provides for the addition of a web-based 
security system for monitoring visitors; 
reduces some class sizes; and fully funds 
modified sports. 

Residents also will elect members 
to the Board of Education and decide 
on two additional propositions, one to 
replace six large school 
buses and another 
to install a wireless 
communication 
network throughout 
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the district. Residents will consider them as 
separate ballot propositions, and both are 
eligible for approximately 75 percent aid 
reimbursement from the state. 

Throughout the 2013-14 budget develop-
ment process, the district sought feedback 
from residents – through budget forums, 
town meetings and a website survey – about 
how best to balance the costs and benefits of 
a well-rounded Marcellus education. 

 Marcellus initially faced a projected 
budget shortfall of about $1 million, due to 
an anticipated $103,427 drop in state aid 
and $987,906 increase in expenses, includ-
ing a 37 percent jump in teacher retirement 
system costs.

But the district was able to close the gap 
to $602,128, by reducing energy costs and 
health insurance premiums through rate 
and contract negotiations, respectively, and 
eliminating salary and benefit costs through 
retirements and resignations. In addition, 
the legislative budget provided the district 
with $334,000 more in state aid than the 
governor’s proposed budget. 

Student, staff achievement on display at Marcellus
Tax caps, budget gaps, 

state aid. With such 
redwood-sized topics 
overshadowing the 
conversation about schools 
today, we can sometimes 
lose sight of the forest: 
educating our children. 

It’s what the proposed 
$30.4 million investment 
in Marcellus schools is all 
about.

But Marcellus students 
(and staff and faculty) 
have kept their eyes on the 

prize. In classrooms, art rooms, auditoriums 
and gymnasiums across all three schools, 
Marcellus students have been racking up 

academic honors, creating art, winning 
trophies and breaking new ground.

K.C. Heffernan Elementary: 
• According to figures released by the state 

education department, Marcellus fourth-
graders in 2011-12 scored the highest 
proficiency percentage (87.7 percent) in 
the region on the English language arts 
exam and the third-highest in math (89.8 
percent). 

• Kindergartners in December “traveled” by 
video conference to New York’s Catskills 
region to talk with students in Windham 
about the picture book, “Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, What Do You See?” by Bill 
Martin Jr. and Eric Carle. 

CONTINUED PAGE 3
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Budget Fast Facts

Proposed budget

$30,406,987

Spending increase

$184,765

(or 0.61 percent)

Estimated school tax levy 

increase

$489,400 (or 2.9 percent)

Vote: Tuesday, May 21

Noon to 9 p.m.

Marcellus Senior 

High School Auditorium
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What is the “tax levy limit,” and is 
Marcellus below its limit?

The tax levy limit is the highest allowable 
tax levy that a school district can propose 
for which only the approval of a simple 
majority of voters (50 percent plus one) 
is required. The limit is calculated using a 
multi-step formula that takes into account 
any allowable exclusions (such as pension 
costs and capital expenditures).

 Any proposed tax levy above this 
limit requires budget approval by a 
supermajority of voters (60 percent).  

The Marcellus Board of Education has 
proposed a budget that includes a tax levy 
increase below its limit of 3.97 percent, 
partly in response to concerns shared by 
community members at public meetings 
and in voter surveys in the past year.

 
How is the tax levy different from a tax rate?

A tax levy equals the total amount of 
money the school district will collect from 
local property owners to fund its budget. 
It is calculated after factoring in all other 
revenues, including state aid, coming to the 
district.

For 2013-14, costs for state retirement 
systems are increasing at a rate that is 
greater than the district’s increase for 
state aid, which was among the factors that 
prompted school leaders to propose a levy 
increase that is more than 1 percent below 
the tax levy limit (even when adding in the 
bus and technology propositions).  

Budget Q&A
The tax rate – or the amount to be 

charged for every $1,000 of assessed 
property value – is calculated by dividing 
the tax levy into the total assessed value 
of the school district, which is determined 
by the town assessment office. 

With the tax levy limit law, does the 
public still vote on a school budget?

Yes, residents will still vote on a 
proposed school budget on May 21.

What happens if the budget is defeated?
If the proposed budget is defeated in 

May, the Marcellus Board of Education 
can put another budget – the same 
or revised – up for a vote in June or 
immediately adopt a contingent budget. 
After two unsuccessful budget votes, 
Marcellus must adopt a contingent 
budget, which would mean an additional 
$489,400 in reductions to programs and 
services (see Page 4).

What is a STAR exemption, and how does 
it reduce my school taxes?

Community members who own a home 
can significantly reduce their school 
property taxes through a School Tax 
Relief (STAR) exemption, which is paid 
for through state taxes. Homeowners 
must apply through their town assessor’s 
office to be eligible for this tax break. 
Learn more at www.tax.ny.gov/pit/
property/star/index.htm.

In an economic climate still marked by shrinking revenues and escalating costs, 
the Marcellus Central School District continues to look for ways to reduce expenses 
without jeopardizing the integrity of a Marcellus education:

1. Marcellus Central Schools reduced budgeted costs for natural gas and electricity by 
$313,000, or 38 percent, through recently negotiated rates with energy providers.

2. Health insurance premium increases have been reduced through the efforts of the 
CNY Health Cooperative and through concessions from some of our bargaining 
groups.

3. According to the most 
recent data available, 
Marcellus has one of 
the lowest per-pupil 
expenditures in the region 
and state. We have the 
seventh-lowest per-pupil 
spending rate of all 24 
OCM-BOCES component 
districts and are more than 
$4,000 below the state 
average.

 Marcellus per-pupil spending below average

Board of Education

 Mr. David Kelly, President
 Ms. Kathleen Welch , Vice President
 Ms. Julie Brissette
 Mr. Jeffrey Crysler 
 Mr. John Fuller 
 Dr. David Locastro 
 Mr. Ryan Riefler
 
Administration School District Leadership

Superintendent
 Dr. Craig J. Tice

Assistant Superintendent (Pupil Services)
 Ms. Trish McCarron

School Building Leadership

 Mr. John Durkee 
 (High School Principal)

 Ms. Janet O’Mara
 (DMS Acting Principal)

 Mr. Gary Bissaillon
 (KCH Principal)

Coordinators/Directors/Assistants

 Ms. Cindy Bird 
 (Curriculum K-6)

 Ms. Deborah Glisson
 (Instruction 7-12)

 Mr. Michael Free
 (Athletics 7-12)

Business Office Leadership

       Mr. Anthony Sonnacchio
 (School Business Administrator)

 Ms. Lorraine Phillips
 (District Treasurer)

 Ms. Sue Larison
  (Registrar/Attendance Officer)

 Ms. Kim LaRose
  (District Clerk)

Supervisors/Directors/Managers 
        
        Ms. Patricia Grogan
 (Food Service)

Ms. Susan Stearns 
 (Transportation)

 Mr. Keith Watkins
 (Facilities)

Safety/Security/Dispatchers/Assistants

 Mr. John Scanlon 
(School Resource Officer)

 Mr. Earl Smith 
 (School Resource Officer)

 Mr. Tom Marlin
 (Bus Dispatcher-morning)

 Mrs. Judy Clarke 
 (Bus Dispatcher-afternoon) 

 Mr. Ronald Valentine 
 (Security Alarms & Snow Watch)

      Marcellus                       OCM-BOCES                  Similar districts                  NYS districts
                                                      (avg.)                                  (avg.)                                  (avg.)

Per-pupil expenditures*

$16,240
$17,333 $18,876

$20,410

*According to NYS School Report Cards (2010-11)
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

District proposes 2.9 percent levy increase
After months of deliberation, administrators and the 

Board of Education drafted a plan that:
• cuts one 0.8 full-time equivalent Languages Other 

Than English (LOTE) teacher at the  high school 
(which will result in a middle school English teacher 
with least seniority being cut at DMS);

• eliminates one full-time maintenance position, while 
restoring two full-time custodial positions (after 
eliminating six total positions over the course of the 
last four years);

• adds, through a combination of position “trades” made 
possible through resignations and retirements, a 0.6 
FTE library media specialist position at Driver Middle 
School, a 0.6 FTE math teacher position at Marcellus 
High School and 0.6 FTE Academic Intervention 
Services math support at DMS; 

• reduces class sizes in fifth and sixth grades, by adding 
a full-time elementary teaching position at DMS and 
moving a K.C. Heffernan Elementary teacher to DMS, 
so fifth and sixth grades have six sections each instead 
of five;

•  adds a third school resource officer (for KCH), as well 
as a web-based security system for monitoring visitors; 

•  increases technology funding to support and maintain 
our existing infrastructure; and

• restores funding for five modified sports teams. 
“The proposed budget not only preserves the integrity 

of the Marcellus academic program, but enhances it,” 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig J. Tice said. “By 
including a tax levy increase below the maximum allowed by 
the state, this plan also acknowledges that our community 
continues to recover from the recent economic downturn.” 

 The district will pay for its expenses in part with a 
proposed tax levy of $17,365,261, which is an increase of 
$489,400 or 2.90 percent.

This increase is below Marcellus Central School District’s 
property tax levy limit of 3.97 percent, even after adding the 
proposed tax levy increases from the bus (0.18 percent) and 
technology (0.07 percent) propositions.

The local property tax levy is balanced in the budget by 
nearly $12 million in state aid and the use of $602,128 in 
fund balance and reserves.

Student, staff accomplishments on display
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

•   Students participated 
in the seventh annual 
Discover Your Talent 
Day, which included 
presentations from vari-
ous community groups 
and businesses, includ-
ing Boy Scout Troop 66 
and the Chocolate Pizza 
Company.

Driver Middle School: 
• Brenda Eschelbacher, a special education teacher at 

C.S. Driver Middle School, earned the highest credential 
available to American educators by becoming a National 
Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) through the National 
Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

• Three teams representing Marcellus Central Schools 
placed in the top 10 in 16 events – and brought home 32 
individual medals and ribbons – during the 2013 Mid-State 
Regional Science Olympiad B Division competition held 
March 2 at Syracuse University. 

• According to figures released by the state education 
department, 89.4 percent of the 160 Marcellus eighth-
graders who took the math assessment exam in 2011-12 

scored a Level 3 or higher – the second-best proficiency 
rate in Onondaga-Cortland-Madison BOCES. In the 
English language arts test, Marcellus eighth-graders 
scored the third-highest proficiency rate (74.8 percent) in 
OCM-BOCES.  

• Classes in  grades 4-6 have participated in video 
conferencing with schools from Texas, South Carolina 
and Pennsylvania, as well as the Czech Republic and 
Costa Rica.

• About 25 seventh- and eighth-grade students have 
volunteered to work as math tutors with students in 
grades 4-6.

Marcellus Senior High School:
• A Student Learning Objective (SLO) in geometry 

created by Marcellus High School math teacher Craig 
Chamberlain has been selected by the New York 
State Education Department to be posted on the 
EngageNY.org website.

• Marcellus High School was named a “reward school” 
by the New York State Education Department for 
consistently achieving high scores in all areas. 

• Marcellus High School earned a Silver Medal and was 
ranked 96th in the state (758th nationally), in U.S. News 
& World Report’s annual Best High Schools rankings, 
which included data on nearly 22,000 public high 
schools from 49 states and the District of Columbia. 

• Twenty-five students at Marcellus Senior High School 
earned the distinction of AP Scholar for 2012 from the 
College Board for their exceptional performance on the 
college-level Advanced Placement (AP) exams.

• The Marcellus High School’s Science Olympiad team 
placed 13th out of 30 schools at the Science Olympiad 
competition held at Le Moyne College. 

CONTINUED PAGE 6
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Revenue summary         
  
  2012-13    % of 2013-14    % of Dollar   
  Budget 2012-13 Proposed 2013-14 Change   
     
State Aid $11,597,774  38.4% $11,979,313  39.4%   $381,539   
      
Other Revenue* $452,485  1.5% $460,285  1.5% $7,800   
       
Use of reserves $1,296,102 4.3% $602,128 2.0% ($693,974)

Property  taxes $16,875,861  55.8% $17,365,261  57.1% $489,400  
 
Total $30,222,222  100.0% $30,406,987 100% $184,765

4
    Three-part budget       % of                Three-part budget    % of  Dollar  
                                              2012 -13                2012-13 total       2013-14 (proposed)     2013-14          Change
         
Administration    $2,840,026  9.4%     $2,845,319   9.4%    $5,293
         
Program    $21,420,886  70.9%   $21,784,893   71.6%               $364,007 
        
Capital         $5,961,310  19.7%     $5,776,775   19.0%            ($184,535)  
       
Total     $30,222,222  100.0%   $30,406,987   100%               $184,765

Spending Summary

What’s at stake? Impact of a defeated budget 
If the proposed budget is defeated by voters, the 

Marcellus Board of Education — as in the past — will 
have the option of putting the same or a revised budget 
up for a revote, or adopting a contingent budget. If 
voters reject the budget twice, the district must adopt a 
contingent budget. 

Adopting a contingent budget would prohibit 
Marcellus from spending any money in certain areas, 
including community use of school facilities (unless all 
costs are reimbursed to the district); new equipment 
purchases; non-essential maintenance; capital expen-
ditures (except in emergencies); salary increases for 
non-instructional, nonunionized employees; and certain 

field trips and student supplies. Contingency rules also 
cap the growth of the administrative component of the 
budget. 

More significantly, under the law, if Marcellus 
adopts a contingent budget, the district would have to 
keep its 2013-14 tax levy the same as or less than its 
2012-13 tax levy — in effect a 0 percent cap. 

In other words, the district would have to levy the 
same amount of taxes as this year — or less — and 
as a result may need to reduce costs by an additional 
$489,400, without any adjustments for state pension 
rate increases, contractual obligations or any other 
costs, whether or not they are mandated.

Revenue summary

Property taxes 
57.1%

Other revenue 1.5%

State Aid 
39.4%

Use of reserves 2.0%

Spending summary
Administrative 9.4%

Program 
71.6%

Capital 
19.0%



M
arcellu

s C
en

tral Sch
ools

Revenue summary         
  
  2012-13    % of 2013-14    % of Dollar   
  Budget 2012-13 Proposed 2013-14 Change   
     
State Aid $11,597,774  38.4% $11,979,313  39.4%   $381,539   
      
Other Revenue* $452,485  1.5% $460,285  1.5% $7,800   
       
Use of reserves $1,296,102 4.3% $602,128 2.0% ($693,974)

Property  taxes $16,875,861  55.8% $17,365,261  57.1% $489,400  
 
Total $30,222,222  100.0% $30,406,987 100% $184,765

5

A closer look at the proposed 2013-14 budget   
  

Shifting revenue responsibility     

Over the last six years, 
Marcellus Central School District 
has seen significant changes in 
its two main sources of revenue: 
state aid and local property taxes.

Marcellus’ total state aid has 
fallen more than $1.54 million (or 
13.8 percent) since the 2008-09 
school year. The district is heavily 
reliant on state aid to fund basic 
educational programs; however, 
the proportion of the district’s 
revenue that comes from state 
aid has dropped from nearly 46 
percent in 2008-09 to 39.4 percent 
in 2013-14. 

Marcellus’ only other 
significant revenue source is 
local property taxes. As the 
district’s proportion of state 
aid has dropped, local property 
taxes have had to take up the 
slack: In 2008-09, 51.3 percent of 
the district’s revenue was local 
property taxes, but in 2013-14, 
property taxes are expected to 

make up more than 57 percent of the 
district’s revenue. 

Approximately 1.5 percent of 
Marcellus’ revenue comes from 
local sources, such as tuition and 
fees. The district has used varying 
amounts of undesignated reserves 
to offset the local tax levy over the 
last three years, but fund balance 
has accounted for less than 5 percent 
of the district’s revenue during that 
time.

For the 2013-2014 school year, the 
district expects to use approximately 
$602,000 in reserves.  In previous 
years, we have budgeted for the 
use of as much as $1.3 million in 
reserves, yet used only $300,000 in 
2011-12. For 2013-14, the district’s 
budget has been tightened; 
therefore, we expect to utilize most 
or all of the $602,000 that has been 
set aside to minimize the increase in 
the district’s tax levy.

  2012-13 2013-14 Increase/ % change
  Budget Proposed (decrease)  
         
Board of Education   $29,040   $29,600  $560   1.93%
         
Central administration  $180,716   $182,223  $1,507  0.83%
         
Finance   $408,073   $416,590   $8,517   2.09%
         
Staff   $135,022   $142,202   $7,180  5.32%
         
Maintenance    $2,282,677   $2,010,982  ($271,695)   -11.90%
         
Central services   $114,558   $114,363  ($195)  - 0.17%
         
Special items    $323,373   $284,285   ($39,088)  -12.09%
         
Admin. Improvement   $907,037  $953,784  $46,747   5.15%
         
Teaching   $11,345,270   $11,258,024  ($87,246)  - 0.77%
         
Instr. Media   $622,916   $844,389   $221,473  35.55%
         
Pupil services   $1,394,919   $1,472,880   $77,961  5.59%
         
Transportation    $1,739,212  $1,624,898   ($114,314)  -6.57%
         
Community service   $1,000   $1,000   $0   0.00%
         
Employee benefits   $7,431,343   $7,834,789   $403,446   5.43%
         
Debt service   $3,307,066   $3,236,978   ($70,088)  - 2.12%
         
Total budget   $30,222,222   $30,406,987   $184,765   0.61%

*proposed

3.5%3.2%

39.4%45.5% 51.3% 57.1%

Marcellus revenue sources, 2008-09 Marcellus revenue sources, 2013-14*
State aid           Other local revenue         Property taxes State aid           Other local revenue         Property taxes
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6 Student accomplishments...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
• A group of 10 juniors and seniors, accompanied 

by four parents, Director of Secondary Instruction 
Deborah Glisson and world language teacher Robin 
Brown, traveled to France during spring break. The 
trip, described by Brown as an “educational, cultural 
and gastronomical dream come true,” included visits 
to Paris, the Loire Valley and Normandy.

• Marcellus High School’s yearbook, the Marcellian, was 
recognized for excellence in design and coverage by 
yearbook publisher Jostens’ 2013 “Gotcha Covered 
Look Book, Volume 11.” It was one of 425 yearbooks 
selected from approximately 3,000. 

Athletics:
• Members of the Marcellus Mustangs girls’ volleyball 

team were crowned champs during the OHSL 
American League Volleyball tournament in October. 

• Members of the 2013 eighth-grade girls’ basketball 
team were winners on and off the court, finishing with 
an impressive 9-1 record this season and earning a 
93 percent overall average as a team for the second-
marking period.

• All of Marcellus Central Schools’ fall varsity teams 
– which include football, tennis, girls’ soccer, girls’ 
volleyball, boys’ cross-country, boys’ soccer and girls’ 
cross-country – achieved Scholar-Athlete status. 

Fine arts/music:
• Marcellus High School senior Stuart Synakowski and 

junior Adina Martin were accepted to perform in the 
New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) 
Conference All-State Festival. To qualify, both students 
had to achieve a perfect score of 100 on a Level 6 
(most difficult solo level) all-state audition.

• Twenty-six Marcellus students received 32 awards 
in the 2013 CNY Scholastic Art Awards competition, 
including six prestigious Gold Key and seven Silver 
Key awards. 

Districtwide:
• The district was awarded its fourth consecutive School 

Safety Excellence Award (Titanium plus Honors) from 
the Utica National Insurance Group.

• The New York School Public Relations Association 
recognized the Marcellus Central School District 
for outstanding achievement in educational 
communications. 

• The Buffalo-based business magazine, Business First, 
ranked the Marcellus Central School District sixth in 
academic performance out of 53 public school districts 
in the six-county Syracuse region, and 23rd among all 
430 districts across Upstate New York.

• The Marcellus district complex was awarded an 
“Energy Star” certificate from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency for its “superior energy 
performance.” The award recognizes buildings that use 
35 percent less energy and generate 35 percent fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions than similar buildings.

The Marcellus High School’s Science Olympiad team 
placed 13th out of 30 schools at the Science Olympiad 
competition held at Le Moyne College. 

More than 100 high school students participated – on 
stage and behind the scenes – in this year’s All-School 
Show production of “Guys & Dolls.”

Also on the ballot:
Proposition II: Bus purchases

On May 21, voters will consider a separate 
proposition to purchase six 66-passenger buses at a cost 
not to exceed $615,512.

The state would reimburse the district for approxi-
mately 78 percent of the cost of the buses. The remain-
der would come from local property taxes.

This is the first time in three years the district 
has proposed replacing larger buses. Plans for a bus 
purchase referendum in 2012 were set aside when the 
Marcellus Village Library asked to have a proposition for 
a budget increase added to the ballot. District officials 
didn’t want to overwhelm residents with too many 
propositions and decided to wait. 

The proposed bus purchases are part of an ongoing 
five-year bus replacement plan designed to ensure 
students are transported on buses that meet the latest 

CONTINUED PAGE 7
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Marcellus residents will elect four members of the Board of Education on May 21.  
Five candidates filed nominating positions for the available seats.  The three with 
the highest number of votes will each serve a three-year term, beginning July 1, 
2013.  The candidate with the fourth highest vote total will fill the balance of the 
unexpired term of Mrs. Julie Brissette beginning immediately after this year’s 
election and ending on June 30, 2014.  The candidates’ names will appear on the 
ballot in the following order (determined by random drawing).

Ryan Riefler, of Marietta, is seeking a second term on the Board of 
Education. A lifelong district resident, he has devoted his first year as a 
Board member to attending PTO, PTA and site-based team meetings at 
the schools; touring various district departments; and attending state-
level gatherings. He holds an associate’s degree in electrical engineering 
from Onondaga Community College and has taken courses at Syracuse 
and Cornell universities. He works as an operator in the Marcellus village 
Water Pollution Control Plant and Composting Facility. He and wife 
Ryann have two pre-school-aged children.

Kathleen A. Welch, of Camillus, is seeking a fourth term on the 
Board of Education. She has served on the Board since 2001 and 
has been its vice president since July 2011. A district resident for 29 
years, she has been a Girl Scout leader, PTO member and religious 
education instructor, and currently volunteers at Samaritan Center 
and with Habitat for Humanity. She holds a bachelor’s degree 
from St. Bonaventure University and attended an MBA program 
at Canisius College. She works as an estates and trusts paralegal 
for Mackenzie Hughes LLP. She and husband Daniel have four 
children, all graduates of Marcellus Central Schools.

Thomas E. West, Jr., of Marcellus,  is seeking a first term on the 
Board of Education. A district resident since 1970 (with a 15-year break 
to live in Washington, D.C.), he has served as a Marcellus Cub Scouts 
leader, den leader and assistant cub master, a Marcellus Optimist Club 
Little League coach, Le Moyne College Management of Information 
Systems Advisory Board member, Le Moyne College Madden School 
of Business mentor and Skaneateles Ski Club board member. He holds 
an associate’s degree from State University College at Morrisville, 
a bachelor’s degree from Le Moyne College and a master’s degree in 
criminal justice from the University of Cincinnati. He works as a special 
agent for the U.S. Secret Service. He and wife Lydia have two sons who 
attend Marcellus Central Schools.

Brian McNaney, of Marcellus, is seeking a return to the Board 
of Education. He previously served from 2000 to 2010. A district 
resident for 17 years, he serves on the school district’s volunteer 
facilities committee and is involved with the boys’ lacrosse team. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in business from the State University 
College at Geneseo. He and wife Teresa have four children, two 
of whom are in college and two of whom attend Marcellus High 
School.

John Fuller, of Marcellus, is seeking a second term on the Board 
of Education. He has served on the Board since 2010. A district 
resident for 30 years, he has served as president of the Marcellus 
Girls Lacrosse Club (2005 to 2010) and as a volunteer with the 
Martisco Lions Club. He holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting from 
St. Bonaventure University. He is president and CEO of Contractor 
One Software and has served as an adjunct professor at State 
University College at Oswego since 2002. He and wife Barbara have 
three children: two graduates of Marcellus Central Schools and one 
graduating senior at Marcellus High School. 

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES

Riefler

Welch

West

Fuller

McNaney

safety standards. The plan also: 
• Maintains the resale value 

of any buses to be traded 
in, which next year will 
include a 2001 66-passenger 
bus with 103,570 miles, 
a 2004 66-passenger bus 
with 101,744 miles and a 
2007 30-passenger bus with 
102,933 miles. Those three 
vehicles have a combined 
approximate value of $7,500.

• Provides coverage of all buses 
under a five-year warranty 
for parts and service, 
reducing parts purchases and 
expenses.

Proposition III: Wireless 
network

The third proposition 
seeks authorization to 
construct and install a 

wireless communication network 
throughout all district buildings, 
at a cost not to exceed $598,960.

Marcellus now has limited 
wireless access that includes an 
array of 18 hot spots throughout 
three school buildings, plus 15 
Verizon mobile routers. This 
aging system provides spotty 
service to the 400-plus district-
owned, wirelessly connected 
devices – including laptops, 
netbooks, tablets and e-readers – 
that are now in use by students, 
faculty and administrators.  
Teachers and students have 
expressed frustration about 
the limited functionality of 
our current configuration, with 
access that’s slow and available 
only in specific locations. 

The upgrade would expand 
wireless access to all areas 
of each building and provide 
functionality that is appropriate 
for an educational facility.

The proposed project would 
provide for the purchase and 
installation of 225 access 
points, i.e. hot spots, and the 
related cabling, hardware and 
software necessary to operate 
and maintain the system.  The 
wireless network is expected to 
be ready for use in 2014.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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PLEASE 
VOTE!
TUESDAY
May 21, 2013
Noon to 9 p.m.
Marcellus Senior High School
1 Mustang Hill, 
Marcellus, NY 13108

On the ballot:
• 2013-14 school budget proposition: 

$30,406,987.
• Bus proposition.
• Technology proposition.
• Three seats on the Marcellus Board of 

Education.

Voter qualifications:
• U.S. citizen.
• 18 years of age or older.
• District residency for at least 30 days 

prior to the vote.
• No voter registration is required.

Absentee voters:
 Obtain an application from District 

Clerk Kim LaRose at (315) 673-6210.
It must be returned by May 14 if the 
absentee ballot is to be mailed to the 
voter or by May 20 if it will be picked up 
by the voter. Absentee ballots must be 
returned no later than 4 p.m. on May 21. 

Voter survey:
Volunteers will ask exiting voters to 

fill out a survey form.  Participation is 
strictly voluntary and anonymous. 

The district is using the survey as 
one tool to listen to residents and guide 
decision-making.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
TUESDAY, May 14, 2013, 7 p.m.
Marcellus Senior High School


