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Marcellus Central School District graduated its 
150-member Class of 2015 in a June 28 ceremony 
that was long on nostalgia, short on empty seats and 
jam-packed with messages of hope for the future.

The 122nd Commencement drew a standing-room-
only crowd to Marcellus High School’s Groeling 
Auditorium and included:

• Musical performances by the Marcellus High School 
Symphonic Band, Marcellus High School TrueSound 
and the Marcellus High School Select Choir;

• Speeches from Senior Class President Nellie 
Ramsden, Honors Graduate Stephen Larison, 
High School Principal John Durkee, Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Craig J. Tice and science 
teacher Mark Sunheimer, whom the Class of 
2015 selected as their commencement speaker.

• A photo slideshow (produced by seniors Han-
nah Zimmer and Ana Clark), illustrating the 
students’ journey from chubby-cheeked tots to 
confident young men and women.

Ms. Ramsden spoke of the importance of words 
and her decision to eliminate three words in particu-
lar from her own vocabulary: can’t, hate and should. 

“The words we’ve used so far have helped shape 
the people we are today,” Ms. Ramsden said.

Mr. Larison devoted his time at the 
lectern to talking about life’s most 
powerful force, love, and urged those 
in the audience to silently give thanks 
to someone whose love has made a 
difference in their lives.

“We’re all here today because of the 
love of someone else,” Mr. Larison said.

Mr. Sunheimer introduced some 
science into the proceedings with 
a speech about energy: the energy 
students have received from parents, 
teachers and others, and the energy 
they’ll now give back to the universe.

“Never forget the energy that 
people have given to you – whether 
you have received it positively or 

negatively, it makes you who you are,” he said.
In his final commencement address at Marcellus, 

Dr. Tice said the day represented a graduation for 
him, as well, as he prepared to leave the district af-
ter 11 years to take the helm at Fayetteville-Manlius 
Central Schools on July 1. 
To view a slideshow of commencement photos, visit the 
district website at www.marcellusschools.org.

Nellie Ramsden

Stephen Larison

Science teacher Mark Sunheimer, who delivered the 2015 commencement 
keynote address, snaps a selfie on stage during the ceremony with 
Superintendent Craig Tice, Principal John Durkee and the graduates. 
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The following is the speech Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig J. Tice delivered 
at the 122nd Marcellus High School Commencement on June 28.

Congratulations, Marcellus graduates!  I am so proud of your efforts and 
accomplishments, which have brought you to this momentous occasion.

As many of you know, I am graduating with you, as well. As all of you 
head off to your post-secondary adventures, I soon will be reporting for work 
in another school district. In preparation for my last graduation speech, I 
reflected upon the past 11 years while I worked for the Marcellus Central 
School District. Believe it or not, all of you were entering second grade when I 
first joined the Marcellus administrative team as the assistant superintendent 
for curriculum and instruction. In many ways, we have grown up together.

To many of you, I am Molly’s Dad. To set the record straight, even though I heard 
through the grapevine that many of you texted Molly early on those winter mornings in order to plead 
for a snow day – you must know that I never consulted my daughter on any occasion. So please do not let 
her take any credit for those school cancellations or delays while you were at DMS or the high school!

Each and every year, I have tried to impart some advice that the graduates would find useful 
as they prepared to venture forth into a brave, new world. In the past, I tried to inspire those 
Marcellus graduates with words of wisdom. I challenged them to reach for the stars and to take 
risks. I encouraged them to develop strong roots, to be proud of their Marcellus heritage and to 
be secure in the knowledge they were well-prepared to face the world.

On a couple of those prior commencement exercises, we even celebrated our school district’s 
accomplishments, whether it involved the re-dedication of this auditorium following a construction project 
or the community’s combined efforts to secure the funding that led to the purchase of this auditorium’s 
baby grand piano. Yes, commencement is supposed to be a wonderful experience. But not today!

Unfortunately, today I feel compelled to apologize to all of you. I really tried to come up with 
something new for today’s ceremony, but over the course of the past decade when I have been at this 
podium, I have used up all of those good graduation quotes. I even have exhausted all of those clever 
and humorous commencement remarks that help to make this special day memorable. All things 
considered, I knew I either had to reach down deep to come up with something new and creative or 
give a “used” graduation speech. Trust me: There is nothing worse than a “used” graduation speech!

I remember having this same helpless feeling when I needed to go out and buy an anniversary 
card for my parents. After scouring the shelves of the greeting card store, I could not find a card 
that said anything original. I could not find that special card that conveyed something that had 
not been said before. After all, they were married for 61 years, so this was quite a daunting task. 
As I had just about given up hope, I found a card that at first glance appeared to be “thank you” 
card amongst all of the anniversary cards on the shelf.

Being a little obsessive-compulsive (OK, a lot obsessive-compulsive), I found myself needing to 
put the world back in some semblance of order. Come on! What kind of person previews a “thank 
you” card and then randomly places the greeting card back on the shelf in the wrong section 
of all places? How rude!  As I picked up the thank-you card and prepared to return it to what I 
considered its rightful place, I read the contents of the card and soon discovered it was indeed an 
anniversary card in disguise. The text of the card was written so that the card-giver could express 
gratitude to his or her parents for all that they had done over the years. Ironically, it was exactly 
the type of card for which I was looking.

I hope you feel the same way. As you graduate today, I ask you to be mindful and thank your 
parents, guardians and family members for their support. Be sure to show your sincere appreciation 
to a teacher, an administrator or a coach. Don’t be bashful about extending your gratitude to anyone 
who has helped you along the way. Please remember that we stand on the shoulders of others!

This does not mean you should ignore my advice from those old graduation speeches about 
reaching for the stars and taking risks. You should not dismiss my earlier remarks to develop 
strong roots or to be proud of your Marcellus heritage or to be secure in the knowledge you are 
well-prepared to face the challenges of the world. All I ask is that you take time to show your 
gratitude to those you love.

As I “graduate” today with all of you, I know I am most grateful for having the opportunity to serve 
this wonderful community. As I complete 11 years of service to the Marcellus Central School District – 
including nine years as the superintendent of schools, I am thankful for all of the support I received from 
the greater school community. I have learned so much during my time here and I would be remiss if I did 
not express my sincere appreciation to the faculty, the staff, the administration and the Board of Education. 
This has been a terrific community in which to raise a family and an amazing place to go to work.

As the author of all of the “co-” words for our annual district themes, I offer you one last “co-” 
word, whose prefix derives from the Latin for jointly, mutually or together. My final “co-” word 
is “commencement!” Today, we go forth together. As a fellow graduate, I wish you much success, 
happiness and health as you venture forward. Good luck in the future and stay safe! Go Mustangs!
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Board of Education

 Mr. John Fuller
 Dr. David Locastro
 Ms. Janine Lundrigan
 Mr. Michael McAuliff
 Mr. Ryan Riefler
 Ms. Patty Sager
 Mr. Thomas West
 
School District Leadership
 Interim Superintendent
 Dr. Judith C. Pastel

 Assistant Superintendent 
 (Pupil Services)
 Ms. Trish McCarron

School Building Leadership
 Mr. John Durkee 
 (High School Principal)

 Ms. Janet O’Mara
 (DMS Principal)

 Mr. Gary Bissaillon
 (KCH Principal)

Coordinators/Directors/Assistants
 Ms. Deborah Glisson
 (Director of Staff Development & 
 Training)

 Mr. Michael Free
 (Director of Health, Physical 
 Education & Athletics)

 Ms. Katherine J. Cook
 (K-12 STEM Coordinator)

 TBD
 (K-12 Humanities Coordinator)

Business Office Leadership
    Mr. Anthony Sonnacchio
 (School Business Administrator)

 Ms. Lorraine Phillips
 (District Treasurer)

 Ms. Sue Larison
  (Registrar/Attendance Officer)

 Ms. Kim LaRose
  (District Clerk)

Supervisors/Directors/Managers         
 Ms. Patricia Grogan
 (Food Service)

 Ms. Susan Stearns
 (Transportation)

 Mr. Larry Allen
 (Facilities – interim)

Safety/Security/Dispatchers/Assistants
 Mr. John Scanlon 

(KCH School Resource Officer)

 Mr. Matthew Hayes
 (DMS School Resource Officer) 

 Mr. Raymond Herrick
 (High School Resource Officer)

 Ms. Eileen Dezenzio
 (Bus Dispatcher) 
 
 Mr. Ronald Valentine 
 (Assistant Superintendent, 
 Buildings & Grounds)

Dr. Craig J. Tice

A Message to the 2015 Graduates from Dr. Tice
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Congratulations, Marcellus Class of 2015
Erica Balman
Julie Becker
Matthew Bell
James Benthin
Juliana Beratta
Brian Bittel
Andrew Boone
Kaitlin Bowen
Christopher Brizzi
Makayla Burdekin
Corey Cabrinha
Bryan Carroll
Luigi Castellino
Zachary Caza
Michael Cherchio
Ana Clark
Olivia Clark
Christian Coffey
Allison Connell
Gabrielle Coon
William Coon
Harrison Cox
Karen Cramer
Kelsey Crysler
Morgan DeLand

Jennie Delia
Michael Dillon
Nicole Dillon
Gianna Dixe
Cayla Dutton
Hailey Fogg
Alexander Frank
Tayler Furnia
Alexandra Ghezzi
Alyssa Green
Megan Haney
Noah Hunt
Rebecca Hutcheon
Brian Jankowski
Joshua Kianka
Joseph Kinsella
Sean Kocher
Kayla Lader
Morgan Lambertson
Nathan Long
Giancarlo Mancini
Nicholas Matro
Michael McNaney
Kathleen McVey
Taylor Mohn

Adam Molinari
Timothy Morano
Avery Mordaunt
Joseph Moroz
Andrew Mosher
Tessa Mosher
Andrew Murphy
Alexis Nightingale-
Stevens
Aaron Otis
Trevor Parker
Keith Parlin
Brian Pskowski
Yuliana Radionov
Adella Roberts
Charles Rogalia III
Zachary Ruggles
Ethan Ryan
Joseph Sacco
Morgan Sadler
Brianna Sammon
Jacquelyn Sammon
Shawn Santee
Zachary Sauro
Mikaela Scanlon

Daniel Slade
Christopher Smith
Colin Smith
Christopher Sotelo
Sarah Sotelo
Rylie Spicer
David Stopen
John Stopen
Victoria Stopen
Lexi Taylor
Daniel Tierney
Ian Tock
Noah Townsend
Emily Trytek
Robert Tucker
Brittney Valentine
Annabelle Vanderwerf
Jules Vanhelsdingen
Kaelee Waldref
Marlee Welch
Jacob Welsh
Alicia Willenborg
Nathan Winks
Madison Young

Honors Graduates
Michael Abbott
Quinton Austin
Liam Barry
Emma Beaulieu
Jeffrey Beyel
Alec Bonk
Sarah Burke
Hannah Burns
Alexandra Burrows
Rachel Ceparski
Audrey Cerrone
Paul Clark
Colleen Condon

Matthew Corcoran
Garrett Crysler
Aaron Cusick
Craig Dorio
Dylan Felty
Colleen Ferguson
Margaret Fiacchi
Kristin Field
Taylor Garlow
Matthew Gooden
Zoe Higgins
Kara Johnson
Neil Kelly

Anna Kim
Sean King
Stephen Larison
Morgan Lavy
Ian LeFever
Jaclyn Madden
Robert Mayers
Marykate McHale
Rebekah Mullins
Abbygail O’Brien
Benjamin Posecznick
Nellie Ramsden
Genevieve Rao

Alyssa Reagan
Abaigeal Rix
Nicole Scalice
Victor Stasyuk
Brianna Szczech
Molly Tice
Emily Townsend
Evan Turner
Derrik von Hausen
Dominique Weeks
Lucas Wing
Sean Winoski
Erica Ylitalo
Hannah Zimmer
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Mark Sunheimer

Graduation Keynote address 
by Marcellus High School science teacher Mark Sunheimer

Good afternoon, ladies and gentleman, 
distinguished guests and, of course, the 
Class of 2015. 

This is a very special day for our gradu-
ates, and I am honored they chose me to 
speak here today, especially this year when 
have I ended up knowing a lot of these 
young women and men. I have also come to 
realize that I know many of you out there 
in the audience. I’ve seen baby pictures of 
some of the graduates when they were ac-
tually babies. There are people in this audi-
ence who have changed my life and helped 

make me who I am today. Without them, without their energy in-
put, I wouldn’t be here in the capacity that I am. They’re part of 
my roots. 

So I want to take this time to say thank you and show the mem-
bers of the Class of 2015 how the world is actually a very, very 
small place. About 1.3 million Earths would fit inside the sun, so 
we really are just floating around on this pale blue dot. And to 
me, this tiny world is the most beautiful thing I have ever seen 
in the universe. 

Now most graduation speeches to millennials are usually about 
how hard college is or how you have to work harder than you 
ever have before. You think your teacher is tough? Wait ’til you 
meet your professor or, even worse, wait ’til you meet your boss. 
But that’s boring, and you’ll figure it out, anyway. You have been 
warned many times but you’ll still have no clue, because you have 
no experience that is even close to anything like “the real world.”  
But I truly didn’t want to talk about that, so I asked some stu-
dents, “What do you want me to talk about?” They said: “Talk 
about what you talk about in class. Make ’em think like you make 
us think.” So here is goes. 

I want to read you a quote from a physicist by the name of 
Richard Feynman, who became a major influence on how I teach 
physics. He is a Nobel Prize winner, but I think his true genius 
lies with his ability to make anything complicated, simple enough 
for anyone to understand it. Just FYI, he’s from Queens. 

“I have a friend who’s an artist and has sometimes taken a view 
which I don’t agree with very well. He’ll hold up a flower and say, 
‘Look how beautiful it is,’ and I’ll agree. Then he says, ‘I as an art-
ist can see how beautiful this is, but you as a scientist take this 
all apart and it becomes a dull thing.’ And I think that he’s kind 
of nutty. First of all, the beauty that he sees is available to other 
people and to me, too, I believe. Although I may not be quite as 
refined aesthetically as he is ... I can appreciate the beauty of a 
flower. At the same time, I see much more about the flower than 
he sees. I could imagine the cells in there, the complicated ac-
tions inside, which also have a beauty. I mean it’s not just beauty 
at this dimension, at one centimeter; there’s also beauty at small-
er dimensions, the inner structure, also the processes. The fact 
that the colors in the flower evolved in order to attract insects to 
pollinate it is interesting; it means that insects can see the color. 
It adds a question: Does this aesthetic sense also exist in the low-
er forms? Why is it aesthetic? All kinds of interesting questions 
which the science knowledge only adds to the excitement, the 
mystery and the awe of a flower. It only adds. I don’t understand 
how it subtracts.”

You see, everything is beautiful. It just depends on your level 
of magnification. To give an example that everyone in this room 
can relate to: The Class of 2015 is a bunch of masses. Physics 

tells us that mass is just a way to store energy; a concentrated 
amount of energy. I am using my energy, right now, to vibrate my 
vocal cords in order to produce sounds that are understandable 
to other human beings – who speak English, of course. That sound 
energy then collides with the particles in the air and causes them 
to wiggle back and forth and bounce from air particle to air par-
ticle. That air then collides with this microphone and wiggles 
a membrane that is attached to wires and a magnet. When you 
wiggle that membrane it creates an electrical signal that is then 
sent through a wire like a giant game of telephone. The electrons 
pass on that signal from one to another until it reaches that giant 
board in the back, where it can be modified to be louder, softer, 
more bass, no treble. 

THEN it goes through another wire, bouncing and wiggling ’til 
it finally gets to a speaker, where the signal moves the speaker 
back and forth very quickly, because of a magnet and wires. That 
speaker then pushes air to your ear where the most complicated 
processes of all happens. Your eardrum wiggles to create an elec-
trical impulse that then travels through your brain and hopefully, 
my energy, which I am giving to you right now, will make a linkage 
between two spots in your brain and then it becomes a memory. 

As teachers we really, really hope that’s how it works. And 
whether you’re remembering an event, whether you’re remem-
bering a kiss, whether you’re remembering how to kick a soccer 
ball, those memories make you who you are. We call those your 
roots. Never ever forget your roots. Never ever forget what you 
have done to become the person you are today. Never forget the 
energy that people have given to you, whether you have received 
it positively or negatively, it makes you who you are. You hunks of 
mass and matter that are blinking and wondering how long could 
this possibly go! I get it; I technically am a millennial, too. Things 
aren’t changing; they are changed. 

And memories can last a lifetime. If you think about all the 
energy that people have given to you, it’s that energy input that 
helped you grow. All that food you’ve eaten to push you through 
spaces, we call that work in physics. All that energy that pushed 
you through time to give you a direction, we call that momentum 
in physics. That energy has helped your roots grow and take form. 
That colossal forest of neurons in your brain, that’s what makes 
you you. And that makes ALL of us beautiful. It truly is beautiful. 

You will run the world someday. You will make major decisions 
that will affect a lot of different masses. You have great power 
and you don’t even know it. Don’t abuse it. You have energy that 
you can give to people, but you can also take it away. Just remem-
ber, it’s harder to create than to destroy. Anyone who has built a 
tower of blocks or sand castle knows that. In one fell swoop, it’s 
diminished to a pile of rubble. 

It took approximately 18 years of energy input to get you here 
today. I mean, just this event alone, took an incredible amount 
of time and energy, and to me that’s amazing. That’s beautiful. 
People love you so much. Don’t destroy what has taken years to 
create. Don’t take for granted all the energy that people have 
put into you or all the energy that you have put into yourself. 
Especially, the people who took the time to share some of their 
energy and create you large hunks of mass times the speed of 
light squared. Beauty is everywhere. You just have to move some 
stuff around to find it. 

So, Class of 2015, it is your responsibility to go out and use all 
that you have absorbed from anyone or anything, and try to make 
this world we live in a little more beautiful. Thank you and con-
gratulations to the Class of 2015.
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Marcellus Academic Club Special Recognition Awards 2015
Cornell Book Award — Mary Locastro
Each year a Cornell Book Award, sponsored by the Cornell 
Alumni Association of Central New York, is given to an 
outstanding junior from each of several high schools in Central 
New York. Many area schools were asked to nominate a student 
for the award. A select group of 10 Central New York students 
were then chosen to receive the award. Selections are made on 
the basis of academic excellence, outstanding character and 
demonstrated leadership qualities in the school and community.

Wellesley Book Award — Teagan Todd
The Wellesley Book Awards Program honors a female student 
in the junior class whose academic record and character 
are exceptional and who has made significant personal 
contributions to her school and/or community.

Rensselaer Medal — Margaret Blystone
For more than 75 years, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
has awarded the Rensselaer Medal to secondary school 
students who have distinguished themselves in mathematics 
and science. The medal, first presented in l916, has two 
purposes: to recognize superlative academic achievement 
and to motivate students toward higher education leading to 
careers in science and engineering. To be honored with the 
RPI Medal, a student must be a member of the junior class 
and an outstanding student in mathematics and science. Each 
medalist who is accepted and enrolls at RPI receives a Medal 
Scholarship worth a minimum of $60,000.

The Bausch & Lomb Honorary Science Award — Christopher Torell 
This award is in recognition of outstanding achievement and 
superior intellectual promise in the field of science.

Clarkson Leadership Award — Ryan Roseboom & Meghan LaBombard
Clarkson University will recognize a member of the junior 
class with $60,000 over four years should he/she choose to 
enroll at Clarkson. The junior student must demonstrate 
leadership, be recognized by students and faculty for making a 
positive contribution to his/her school and community, and be 
in the top 15 percent of his/her class.

Le Moyne College Heights Award — Kelsey Desso
Le Moyne College sponsors an annual award that recognizes 
high school juniors who are “reaching for the heights” in the 
classroom and in service to their school and community. The 
award provides a certificate of recognition and a $5,000 annual 
scholarship to Le Moyne College.

Wells College Junior Leadership Award — Maverick Keegan
This award recognizes a junior student with an exceptional 
record of academic excellence balanced with extracurricular 
contributions to his/her high school and community.  This award 
represents a scholarship of $20,000, which will be distributed 
throughout the student’s four years of study at Wells College.

The Elmira Key Award Recipients — Megan Powell & Colin 
McCormick
The Elmira College Alumni Association has been presenting 
the Elmira Key Award since 1935 to outstanding young men 
and women. The award includes the prestigious Elmira Key, as 
well as the potential for a $28,000 scholarship over four years.

The Marcellus Faculty Association Book Award — Gavin Hoey
The MFA honors a student in the junior class on the basis of 
academic excellence, outstanding character and demonstrated 
leadership qualities in the school and community.

University of Rochester Frederick Douglass and Susan B. 
Anthony Award — Haley Randall
Winners of this award are selected on the basis of scholarship 
in the humanities or social sciences, leadership and 
community service. The student is eligible to apply for a 
scholar program at the University of Rochester. The student 
selected receives a $24,000 minimum scholarship over four 
years at University of Rochester.

Student Sage Recognition Award — Madeline Bird
The Student Sage Recognition Award is presented to an 
outstanding junior to recognize the characteristics of 
academic excellence, student leadership and community 
school involvement.

Marcellus Character Award — Sarah Hogan & Connor 
Lundrigan
The Marcellus Character Award is presented to outstanding 
juniors on the basis of outstanding character, academic 
achievement and demonstrated leadership.

The St. Michael’s College Book Award for Scholarship and 
Service — Shannon White & Jamie McLennan
This book award seeks to recognize juniors who exhibit the 
characteristics of an ideal Saint Michael’s student, based 
specifically on achievement in academics and community service.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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University of Rochester George Eastman Young Leaders  — 
Jack Brennan
This certificate is presented to a junior who demonstrates 
strong academic achievement and leadership skills.

The Marcellus School Counselor Award Recipients — 
Mackenzie Proud, Ashley Seymour, Carly Spector, Alaina Young & 
Rebecca Martin
The school counselors honor students from the junior class on 
the basis of academic achievement, outstanding character and 
demonstrated leadership qualities in the school and/or community.

Marcellus Principal’s Awards — Sydney Wentworth, Courtney 
Sayre, Keelin Kelly, Jason Gerbsch & Kyle Cangemi
This award is given in honor of the students’ academic 
excellence, outstanding character and demonstrated service at 
Marcellus High School and the broader community.

College of the Atlantic Book Award — Hannah Abbott
This award is given to the student who is regarded as a 
community-minded citizen and a passionate steward of social, 
economic and environmental progress.

The RIT Computing Medal Award — Patrick Finucane
The Computing Medal Award is presented to a student in 
recognition of outstanding achievement in computing. The 
award recipient who is admitted and enrolls at RIT in the 
fall immediately following graduation from high school will 
receive an annual scholarship worth $7,000. 

Marcellus Academic Club Special Recognition Awards 2015

Class of 2016
Hannah Abbott
Jack Brennan
Kyle Cangemi
Thomas Dailey

Marcellus Senior High School Academic and Service Awards

Marcellus Academic Club High Honor Award Winners for the 2014-15 School Year

Academic excellence, leadership and community 
involvement were recognized at the 24th annual Academic and 
Service Awards ceremony held June 4 at Marcellus High School. 
The program included Marcellus Academic Club Awards, the 

Class of 2015 
Michael Abbott
Alec Bonk
Morgan DeLand
Colleen Ferguson
Kristin Field
Anna Kim
Sean King
Stephen Larison
Ian LeFever
Marykate McHale
Brianna Sammon
Nicole Scalice
Christopher Smith
Victoria Stopen
Erica Ylitalo

Junior Class College/Special Awards and the department 
awards for career and technical education, English, math, 
performing arts, physical education, science, social studies, 
visual arts and world language.

Isabella Wennberg
Shannon White
Alaina Young

Class of 2017
Emily Alexander
Katlynn Bisesi
Margaret Brennan
Michael Brown
Anna Canny
Allison Clancy
Madison Conklin
Daniel Cusick
Allison Field
Tyler Gerbsch
Kira Hawes
Eve Hughes
Braxton Knapp
Sydney Lewis
Andrew Marsh
Isabella Matro
Zachary Osborne

Kiernan Reagan
Colette Rigas
Shane Rohe
Sarah Rohe
Haley Ruggles
Timothy Sheridan
Matthew Strempel
Michaela Tangredi
Hannah Tarolli
Abigail Vancamp
Grace Vensel
Abigail Vetsch
Courtnee Waldref
Caleb Wetherell
Elizabeth White
 
Class of 2018
Olivia Bird
Noel Burkett
Riley Burns
Mackenna Caryl
Mary Colella

Alyssa Cook
Grace Coon
Justin Costa
Taylor Crysler
Trisha Curtin
Hanna Dellostritto
Samantha DiMarco
Alessa Dixe
Kayla Fogg
Samuel Grattan
Erin Hass
Lily Henson
Kaleigh Kemp
Elise LaBombard
Noah LeFever
Mackenzie Libera
Katherine Locastro
Lauren Lundrigan
Madeline Mahoney
Shawn Manke
Ethan Mosure
Nathaniel Murphy

Anna Perry
Ryan Pierce
Julia Piorkowski
Daniel Posecznick
Lily Powell
Olivia Quick
Rachel Randall
Joseph Riccardi
Madison Riccardi
John Riccardi
Jack Santariello
Sarah Schwalbe
Jane Stewart
Julia Stowell
Emma Stuart
Paige Tomeny
Briyana 
Vanhelsdingen
Joshua Winoski
Daniel Wrona
Lauren Young 

Sophia Derrick
Kelsey Desso
Patrick Finucane
Kendyll French
Jason Gerbsch
Joshua Harris
Gavin Hoey
Maverick Keegan
Keelin Kelly
Sha-Lee LaMarre
Mary Locastro
Connor Lundrigan
Rebecca Martin
Jamie McLennan
Neil Minet
Rickie Mixon
Megan Powell
Mary Proud
Haley Randall
Teagan Todd
Christopher Torell
Kayley Wagner

The RIT Innovation &Creativity Award — Rickie Mixon & 
Neil Minet
The Innovation and Creativity Award recognizes high school 
juniors who have distinguished themselves academically, are 
active and involved members of their school and community 
and demonstrate outstanding achievement in innovation, 
creativity or entrepreneurship.

Lawrence Technological University Award for Excellence in 
Science and Mathematics — Emily Buschbascher
The Lawrence University Technological Award recognizes a 
high school junior who has distinguished himself or herself 
academically, is an active and responsible citizen of the 
school and community and has completed at least one year 
of chemistry or physics and two yours of college preparatory 
mathematics courses with distinction. This award includes an 
$8,000 Lawrence Tech Scholarship ($2,000 per year, renewable 
for four years), which the recipient may apply toward an 
undergraduate degree program in engineering, architecture, 
arts & sciences or management.

Clarkson School Scholars Award Program — Thomas Dailey
This award is designed to annually recognize a student who 
is currently in his or her junior year, has a proven academic 
record of excellence and could benefit from starting college 
early at the Clarkson School. The recipient of the award will 
receive $15,000 per year, totaling $60,000 over four years, to 
study at the Clarkson School and Clarkson University.
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Marcellus Sports Booster Club announces annual awards 
The Marcellus Sports Booster Club, in conjunction with the Marcellus 
Central School District athletic department, held its annual athletic 
awards banquet June 25. The program included awards, athlete 
highlights and an announcement of club scholarship winners.

Marcellus Central Schools Athletic Department award winners

Section III Scholar Athlete Award – Awarded to senior athletes 
who have participated in two or more varsity sports, hold a 90 
or better GPA and have given to the community: Michael Abbott 
& Brianna Szczech

Mike Cogswell Scholar Athlete Award – Given in memory of 
Mike Cogswell to the male and female athletes with the highest 
GPA from the first three marking periods of the current year. 
Points are added for each modified, JV and varsity sport in 
which they participated: Stephen Larison & Kristin Field

Philip Koloski Award – Given in memory of Philip Koloski 
to male and female athletes who demonstrate outstanding 
dedication, enthusiasm for playing and enjoyment of being part 
of a team: Matthew Corcoran & Brianna Szczech  
 
Tim McPartland Award – Given in memory of Tim McPartland, 
this award recognizes athletes who have demonstrated the most 
improvement from the start of their career through their senior 
year: Noah Townsend & Jaclyn Madden  

The Army Service Award – Recognizes excellence in both 
academics and athletics: Aaron Cusick, Margaret Fiacchi & 
Emily Townsend

The Marine Corps Distinguished Athlete Award – Given to 
male and female athletes who participate on a varsity team and 
who are exemplary young citizens and role models for younger 
students, while exhibiting the personal traits of courage, 
poise, self-confidence and leadership: Ian LeFever, Benjamin 
Posecznick & Kristin Field

Custom Engraving Award – Given by Custom Engraving 
to seniors who best personify the support, loyalty and 
competitiveness of the Marcellus athletic program: Harrison 
Cox & Nellie Ramsden

George Arthur Award – Given in honor of George Arthur, who 
served Marcellus Central Schools for 30 years as an educator, 
administrator and athletic director.  It is awarded to male and 
female athletes for outstanding athletic achievement in their 
senior year: Nathan Long & Audrey Cerrone

Marcellus Sports Booster Club Awards & Scholarships

Linda Kronen Memorial Award – This award is given to a 
volleyball player who has an absolute love for the game, 
has a positive attitude and exhibits leadership skills on and 
off the court. It was established to honor the memory of 
Linda Kronen, who never played volleyball herself but had 
three daughters who were all stand-out volleyball players in 
Marcellus: Kristen Field

Brian Romano Memorial Scholarship – Commemorates 
the life of Brian Romano, Class of 2004. Brian participated 
in wrestling, lacrosse, football and hockey. He will always 
be remembered for his dedication, passion, easy-going 
personality, and love for Marcellus athletics: Nathan Long 

Michael Carlson Memorial Award – Given in memory of 
Michael Carlson, Class of 1993. Michael played four years of 
baseball, basketball, tried soccer and switched to football. 
He played sports because he absolutely loved being with his 
friends.  He was a person who was small in stature but huge 
in heart: Jaclyn Madden & Rylie Spicer 

Booster Club Scholarships – Recipients are judged on 
athletic achievements, academics, extracurricular activities 
and a written essay: Margaret Fiacchi, Aaron Cusick, Stephen 
Larison, Brianna Sammon, MaryKate McHale, Michael Abbott, 
Dominique Weeks, Morgan Lavy, Morgan Deland & Ian LeFever.

Thomas Kuss Memorial Award – Given in memory of Thomas 
Kuss, Class of 1997, who excelled in both athletics and in the 
classroom. More importantly, he was a great friend, and the 
criteria for this scholarship reflect both his achievements and 
his spirit in delighting in life: Liam Barry

Rebound Sports & Orthopedic Physical Therapy Scholarship –
Awarded to an individual who plans to pursue a career in 
the healthcare profession and has a love of sports, music and 
community service: Molly Tice

Dee & Harold Thrippleton Scholarship – Given in memory 
of Dee and Harold Thrippleton, who were dedicated to 
Marcellus in every way. They coached travel teams, were 
involved in the PTA, attended athletic events and were 
supporters of the Booster Club. They were always ready to 
lend a hand: Nellie Ramsden 

MVP Awards 2015

• Mary-Catherine Coon – girls indoor track & field
• Zachary Ruggles – wrestling
• Audrey Cerrone – girls lacrosse
• Alana Montreal – girls soccer
• Eimile O’Brien – volleyball
• Morgan DeLand – girls basketball
• Mary-Catherine Coon – girls outdoor track & field
• Noah Townsend – boys indoor track & field
• Patrick McGuane – boys outdoor track & field

• Carter Austin – boys golf
• Mary Colella – girls golf
• Haley Randall  – girls tennis
• Ian LeFever – boys tennis
• Jennie Delia – softball
• Laura Finn – softball
• Ian McGloon – football offensive MVP
• Nathan Long – football defensive MVP
• Noah Townsend – football special teams MVP

• Michael McNaney – boys lacrosse
• Daniel Cusick – boys lacrosse
• Liam Barry – baseball
• Ian LeFever – boys soccer
•  Emily Townsend - girls cross country
•  Patrick McGuane - boys cross country
•  Nicholas Matro - hockey
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• Michael McNaney – boys lacrosse
• Daniel Cusick – boys lacrosse
• Liam Barry – baseball
• Ian LeFever – boys soccer
•  Emily Townsend - girls cross country
•  Patrick McGuane - boys cross country
•  Nicholas Matro - hockey

Students, alumni perform 
in musical tribute to retiring 
teacher

Some 50 alumni of Driver Middle School’s music program 
returned to the DMS stage June 9 to pay musical tribute to the 
man who provided the soundtrack for generations of Marcellus 
students’ education. 

Carmen Costa, who has taught music to students in grades 
4 through 6 since 1978, will retire at the end of the school 
year after 37 years of baton-tapping. But not before some 300 
Marcellus musicians – past and present – conspired to present a 
surprise evening of music performances in the Marcellus High 
School Auditorium. 

Mr. Costa thought he would be attending the district’s 
annual, end-of-year “Montage Concert.” Instead, a roster of 
alumni performers –  including current Board of Education 
member Thomas West (who graduated from Costa’s elementary 
band in 1980), several Marcellus teachers and numerous local 
professionals –  took the stage and hoisted their instruments 
and voices.   

The concert included performances by the High School 
Symphonic Band (with kindergarten teacher Suzanne 
Alexander, a classically trained opera singer), High School 
Concert Band and High School Choir, Grade 7/8 Band, as well 
as a joint performance by the Grade 5/6 Band and alumni 
musicians. It concluded with a performance of the “Marcellus 
March,” which Costa had commissioned for the 1993-94 
Marcellus Elementary Band, by all the musicians.  

Several current students played alongside their parents 
and/or teachers, and guest conductors included several alumni 
who now teach music professionally. The evening also featured 
tributes from former DMS Principal Pat Collier, former 
Assistant Superintendent Joanne Downes-Allan and former 
high school Band Director Philip Natoli.  

“Mr. Costa is a talented and gifted educator,” DMS 
Principal Janet O’Mara said. “His passion, commitment, 
style and methods of teaching are truly impressive. I clearly 
recall walking away from my first Elementary Band concert in 
amazement and awe of the talent and ability of his fifth- and 
sixth-grade students. While I am happy for Mr. Costa on his 
retirement, I am sad to see him leave. Driver Middle School will 
not be the same without him.” 

Carmen Costa poses, after the surprise concert in his 
honor, with wife Donna, a Driver Middle School fifth-
grade teacher, and sons Trevor and Justin, both students 
at Marcellus High School.
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students score 
well on national 
French exam

10

Félicitations! The National French 
Contest, “Le Grand Concours,” is 
administered to French students 
across the country each spring. 
Marcellus French students have 
been participating in this rigorous 
contest for the past 10 years. This 
year, 85 students of Audrey Misiano, 
Robin Brown and Jessica Cuello 
took the 60-minute test offered for 
levels 1 through 5.  

Marcellus students claimed 25 
“Mention d’honneur” certificates by 
scoring in the top 20 in the region. 
In addition, three students received 
Bronze Awards: Grayson Hoag (Level 
1A), Anna Canny (Level 3A) and 
Rickie Mixon (Level 4A). Student 
achievement was celebrated at a 
gathering in May hosted by French 
Honor Society students. 

Pictured are high school students Marcy Gosson, Jayden Herr, Madeline Lanning, 
Sydney Spanfeldner and Kailey Young; middle school students Colin Arnett, Tommy 
Hoey, Kaitlyn Kemp, Miriam Rigas, Maggie Strempel and Lee Piekiel; and  teacher-
librarians Michael Brown and Kelly Regan and English teacher Caitlin O’Meara. 

Marcellus students attend Teen Bookfest in Rochester
On May 16, members of the high 

school and middle school book clubs 
attended Teen Bookfest (http://www.
teenbookfestival.org) in Rochester 
with high school teacher-librarian 
Kelly Regan, middle school teacher-
librarian Mike Brown and English 
teacher Caitlin O’Meara. 

Teen Book Fest is a free event 
at Nazareth College that connects 
teen readers to young adult authors, 
encourages aspiring teen writers to 
interact with established authors 
and brings together teens who enjoy 
reading. Students read books by the 
authors throughout the year and at 
the fest had an opportunity to meet 
the authors, attend presentations 
and connect with other teen readers 
throughout the state.  

“Students had an incredible time 
and enjoyed meeting their favorite 
authors and having their books 
signed,” Ms. Regan said. 

Students met the following authors: 
Gayle Forman, Sarah Dessen, Jennifer 
Niven, Terry Trueman, Charles Benoit, 
Ally Condie and many more.

Marcellus High Schools student Kailey Young (left) meets young adult author 
Jennifer Niven.

Submitted by Robin Brown
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Marcellus ranked No. 1 in cost-effectiveness, sixth 
in academics among CNY school districts

Marcellus girls soccer players (from left) Emily 
Alexander, Shelby Sutphin, Mary Colella, Elise 
LaBombard and Kaleigh Kemp – as well as 
Michaela Tangredi, Emily Buschbascher and 
Jada Sargeant (not pictured) – volunteered in 
the “boil tent” at the eighth annual Crawfish 
Clam Festival held May 2 in Syracuse. The 
festival raises money for Tiny Homes for 
Good, which builds small townhouses for 
the homeless, and Operation Northern 
Comfort, which rebuilds homes and develops 
construction projects, like wheelchair ramps 
for private residences. After the festival, 
Emily Buschbascher said: “The feeling I get 
volunteering at the Crawfish Festival each 
year is amazing. Knowing that serving food 
in Syracuse for one day can help people 
devastated by storms across the country 
cannot be beat.” 

Several Marcellus High School students, including members of the 
school’s Students Against Driving Drunk (SADD) chapter, attended 
“Let’s Not Meet By Accident,” an injury prevention program presented 
May 8 at Upstate University Hospital. The students were accompanied 
by teachers Bonnie Shutts and Laurie Updike, School Resource Officer 
Earl Smith and Board of Education President Ryan Riefler. The program 
is designed to educate young drivers on the harsh realities of bad 
decision-making behind the wheel of a car. Participants learn that 
traumatic injuries claim the lives of more Americans under the age of 
44 than AIDS, cancer and heart disease combined. Afterward, student 
Kendyll French said: “I learned how dangerous distracted driving really 
is through this eye-opening presentation.”

Marcellus’ mix of frugality and academic quality has earned 
it the distinction of being the most cost-effective out of the 54 
public school districts serving the six-county Syracuse region, 
according to the Buffalo-based business magazine, Business 
First.

The cost-effectiveness rankings, the magazine’s so-called 
“bang for the buck” index, are based on a statistical comparison 
of classroom performance and expenditures. Marcellus came 
out on top among all districts in Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, 
Onondaga, Oswego and Tompkins counties by finishing sixth 
in Business First’s academic rankings of the region’s districts 
while spending just $15,217 per pupil (the 17th lowest in all of 
Upstate).

Marcellus also was ranked 10th in cost-effectiveness among 
all of Upstate New York’s 431 school districts.

The district also was ranked sixth in academic performance 
out of 54 public school districts in the six-county Syracuse 
region. The academic rankings were based on the last four 
years of test results and graduation rates available from the 

New York State Education Department. Business First’s 200-
part formula covered everything from statewide English and 
math exams for third-graders up to the full battery of Regents 
exams for high-schoolers. 

“To be recognized for five consecutive years as being in 
the top echelon of 
schools in Central 
New York is quite a 
prestigious honor,” 
Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Craig J. 
Tice said. “This is 
especially important 
when one realizes 

Marcellus has the lowest cost-per-pupil out of the top half-dozen 
school districts on the list. Now that the initial, five-year cycle 
of curriculum task forces has ended and our curriculum maps 
will soon be available to the general public on our website, I 
know the sky is the limit for Marcellus schools.” 
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DATES to remember

In appreciation for their combined 21 years of service to the 
Marcellus Board of Education, Jeffrey Crysler and David Kelly 
were presented with gifts from the Central New York School Boards 
Association during the board’s June 15 meeting. Board President Ryan 
Riefler presented the tokens on behalf of CNYSBA Executive Director 
Charles Borgognoni, who was unable to attend.

Mr. Crysler and Mr. Kelly have served as board members for 13 and 
eight years, respectively. Their terms ended June 30.

CNYSBA thanks departing BOE 
members for years of service

From left: Board President Ryan Riefler, retiring board members 
Jeffrey Crysler and David Kelly and board Vice President John Fuller.District receives 

national recognition for 
communication efforts

The National School Public Relations Association has recognized 
the Marcellus Central School District with three awards for its 
communications efforts.

NSPRA’s 2015 Publications and Electronic Media Contest recognizes 
outstanding education publications, e-newsletters, electronic media 
programs, radio/TV/cable, CD/DVD programs and Internet websites. 

The contest is open to all public or private schools 
and school districts. There were 919 entries total 
and 568 entries in the publications portion.

Marcellus received an Award of Merit in the print newsletter 
category, and honorable mention in the finance publication and special 
purpose publication categories, for its May 2014 budget newsletter and 
its October 2014 capital project newsletter, respectively.

The association recognized a total of 388 entries in the publications 
portion of the contest. Marcellus’ district newsletter was one of 134 
publications to win an Award of Merit and 155 to receive Awards of 
Honorable Mention.

Board of Education meeting, 7 p.m.
Board of Education meeting, 7 p.m.
First day of practice for varsity/JV fall sports
Modified football begins
8 a.m., Grade 9 orientation, SHS
10 a.m., Grade 7 orientation, DMS
Labor Day
First day of school (Grades 1-12)
Kindergarten orientation, 10 a.m.
Fall modified sports begin
New Family Rotary Picnic, 6 p.m.
Board of Education meeting, 7 p.m.
First day of kindergarten

Aug. 3
Aug. 17

Aug. 31
Sept.  1

Sept. 7
Sept. 8

Sept. 9


