
  

 

MARCELLUS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD, 2014 

 
BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETING 

 7:00 P.M. 
SHS Learning Commons 

 
Members Present: Ryan Riefler – President, John Fuller – Vice President, Jeff Crysler, David Kelly, Dr. David Locastro, 
Katie Welch and Thomas West. Missing were Dr. Locastro and Kate Welch. 
 
Administration Present: Dr. Craig Tice, Superintendent, Trish McCarron, Superintendent of Pupil Services, Anthony 
Sonnachio, Business Manager, John Durkee, Principal Senior High School; Deborah Glisson, Asst. Principal at Senior 
High School, Michael Free, Athletic Director, Janet O’Mara, Principal at Driver Middle School, Cheryl Wallace Vilardo, 
Curriculum Coordinator – gr. 7-12, Gary Bisaillon, Principal at KCH, Cindy Bird – Curriculum Coordinator K-6.   
Janet O’Mara was absent at this meeting. Missing was Janet O’Mara. 
 
Others Present: Helen Thorpe and Penny Poorman - MEU Representatives, Joanne Lewandowski – MFA 
representative, Kim LaRose, District Clerk 
 
NO. 1 - CALL TO ORDER  

Ryan Riefler called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
NO. 2 – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mr. Riefler let the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:01 p.m. 
 
NO. 3 – APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
3 (a) “RESOLVED BY JEFF CRYSLER, SECONDED BY THOMAS WEST THAT, the agenda for the February 3rd  Regular 

Meeting of the Board of Education be approved with the following additions – 
 

 Removal of Item 9 2.10 and 9 2.11 to be removed from the Consent Agenda and voted on 
separately after Executive Session. 

 Additional Discussion on the Veteran Tex Exemption – To be discussed in Board President 
Updates. 

 
Ayes – 5, Nays – 0, Motion Carried 
  
NO. 4 – RECOGNITION – None this evening 
 
NO. 5 – PRESENTATIONS – Common Core Learning Standards Update – Cindy Bird, Deb Glisson and Cheryl 
Wallace-Vilardo 
 Cindy, Deb and Cheryl presented a slideshow on information on the Common Core Learning Standards. 
Deb gave a brief overview and update on where these standard have been and where they are going. She stated 
that there has been a lot of great information on which to build upon. In the slideshow they produced data and 
spoke about the National levels in Kindg. to 12th grade in ELA and Math and how they are being used. This is also 
seen as making our student ready for each of their next levels. Dave Kelly asked if all the State Standards were the 
same “state-wide” – Deb stated that they were all using these standards. Cindy spoke with regards to piloting in 
modules before we have to be ready for them- which helps our student be prepared. For example – the 3rd 
graders are learning to type, as most of these assessments will be on the computer, so the children need to have 
some idea of how to use the keyboard. She also stated that more and more – these standards are being used by 
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other areas of learning. Cheryl gave information on future plans for these testing modules.  Dave Kelly asked if 
there were any problems with these standards. Deb stated that it is still very early on and there are some 
modifications, but she has faith that it will be very beneficial in the long run. Ryan Riefler asked for any visions 
ahead for these standards – all three stated that it is always a work in progress. Ryan also asked how do we get 
away from” teaching to the test” which has been an issue with State Testing. Cindy stated that we need to get 
ahead of the testing and not put so much weigh on and more on teaching skills to understanding the test.  
  
 
NO. 6 – RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS (15 MINUTE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD) – None at this time. 
 
 
NO. 7 OLD BUSINESS 
 
7(a) BUDGET UPDATE – Discussion - Tony Sonnachio – 
 
 Tony handed out more information to the Board of Education members to be put in their binders. This 
information will be coming in sparically, and will be given to the Board to fill in there binders. Tony also presented 
a slideshow with some of the updates for all to see. Ryan Riefler asked when Tony was finished, if any of the 
Reserve Funds will be needed. Tony stated that as the year goes on and more figures/numbers come in, they will 
have a better handle on the amount. But, Tony also assured the Board that they are going to keep it as “tight” as 
possible. Discussion was also on property tax cap and how they arrived at these figures and the phasing out of the 
NYS sales tax.  
 
 
7(b)  KASSON ROAD PROPOSED LEASE EXTENSION – Discussion - Tony Sonnachio –  
 Next, Tony spoke with regards to the Proposed Lease Extension for the Kasson Road Building and OCM 
BOCES. Discussion has been on going with regards to OCM BOCES moving from Kasson Road location and relocating 
back to Liverpool.  Then, what would we do with the building? The Board of Education has looked into perhaps 
selling or renting it out other ways. There have been questions with regards to extending the lease with BOCES – 
for the 2014-2015 school years, as they will be out by spring of 2015. Questions were asked if the rent amount could 
change and perhaps on a monthly bases, as thing might change month by month or quarter to quarter. Is there 
flexibility on this. Craig Tice stated that is was up to the Boards’ discretion on this. Craig Tice also mentioned that 
he is in contact with other area school districts and perhaps making the location into a PT/Tech. High School with 
other programs being offered. This location is centrally located between the neighboring schools and Onondaga 
Community College. The Board did state they would like to keep the building occupied and not vacant. There also 
was discussion on the EPC updates on the building itself. Concerns were brought up on spending money on the 
building only to sell it. It was stated the updates to the building can be worked into the benefits and it would be an 
overall positive toward the possible sale of the building. Craig Tice stated that he was hosting a meeting with the 
neighboring school districts to view the building and to see if this is a workable option for Kasson Road. Dave Kelly 
asked how many classrooms were at Kasson Road school – the number as between 14-16 classrooms.  Craig Tice 
would bring back more information to the Board after the meeting. He will also let the Board members know when 
the meeting will take place. 
  
NO. 8 NEW BUSINESS 
 
 

8(a) APPOINTMENT OF DRIVER MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL –  
 

“RESOLVED BY THOMAS WEST, SECONDED BY JEFF CRYSLER THAT the Board of Education appoints Janet O’Mara 
to the position of C.S. Driver Middle School Principal, effective July 1, 2013 at an annual salary of $108,349 and 
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further that Ms. O’Mara will serve a probationary period which will begin July 1, 2013 and end on June 30, 2016 in 
the Middle School Principal tenure area.” 
 
Ayes – 5, Nays – 0, Motion Carried 
 
 As Janet was not in attendance, Ryan congratulated her and a round of applause followed. 
 
  
8(b) BOARD PRESIDENT/BOARD MEMBER UPDATE – Ryan Riefler 
 

1. Scheduling a workshop on District Goal Development – would like to have a meeting on February 10th 
at 6pm in the DMS conference room. Posting will be done by the District Clerk. 
 

2.  Locker room monitors for sport teams- Ryan Riefler spoke on behalf of Dr. Locastro with regards to 
this issue. There has been discussion that there is no or limited monitoring in the locker rooms and 
there has been concerns about this. He is wondering if there is a better way to address this problem. 
Michael Free, the Athletic Director, spoke on this regard. Mr. Free stated that most of the coaching 
staff is not right in with the students as they change, but they are within a close proximity, so that if 
there were issues they were right there to address them. If a coach is not permitted into the locker 
room (as a different gender), usually Amanda Bowman, the Athletic Trainer, is usually around and 
helps out with this situation if necessary. The concern has also been where the team get changed and 
out on the field at different times, so someone is usually left behind. This has been switch as the team 
waits for everyone to finish before starting practice. Ryan Riefler asked what other districts do and 
Michael state he would find out. 

 
3. Addition - Veteran’s Tax Exemption – Ryan mentioned that he would like more information and would 

like to present it to the community for their input. Perhaps a straw poll at the budget vote to see what 
the community thought. Then to see who would qualify and how it would affect the property tax bills. 
Ryan also found out that this is in the beginning stages and there is no rush on this exemption. Most 
school districts are just beginning the process themselves. 

 
 
NO. 9 – CONSENT AGENDA   
 
“RESOLVED BY DAVID KELLY, SECONDED BY JEFF CRYSLER THAT the Consent Agenda consisting of the following 

items be approved:” 
   

1.1 Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes for January 21, 2014 
 
2.1 Appointment of Non-Instructional Staff 
 -Joyce Stanton, Bus Attendant, 1.5 hours/day, effective February 4, 2014 at $12.43/hour 
 
2.2 Appointment of Instructional Certified Teacher Substitute at $103/day, effective February 4, 2014 

-Mary Hartzheim 
 -Adam Lesh 

-Taryn Michael 
 -Jessica Pulver 
 -Brittany Watkins 
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2.3 Appointment of Non-instructional substitute staff 
 -Kaylee Jones, substitute custodian, effective February 4, 2014, at $8.50/hour 
 
2.4 Salary Column Changes 

 

NAME FORMER 
COL & STEP 

FORMER 
SALARY 

NEW COL 
& STEP 

NEW 
SALARY 

Effective 
Date 

Katie Rozak A03  
Step 5 

$52,119 A04 
Step 5 

$52,859 9/1/2013 

Susan McNeill A08 
Step 11 + M 

$57,715 
$2547 

A09 
Step 11 + M 

$58,455 
$2547 

9/1/2012  

Ellen Spencer A08 
Step 9 + M 

$57,213 
$2547 

A09 
Step 9 + M 

$57,953 
$2547 

2/1/2014 

 
 
 
 
2.5 Appointment of Coaches for 2013-2014 school year 
 

NAME    POSITION    WEEKLY COMPENSATION 
 
Tom Shea   Assistant Varsity Baseball (JV)                $391.00 
Craig Johnson   Assistant Varsity Baseball (Modified)  $391.00 
David Weaver   Assistant Varsity Baseball (Modified)  $391.00 
Erik Swanson   Assistant Varsity Softball (JV)   $391.00 
Jo Marie Mariani  Assistant Varsity Softball (Modified)  $391.00 
Jon Ellis                  Assistant Varsity Boys Lacrosse (Modified) $391.00 
Heidi Szalach   Assistant Varsity Track and Field (B+G)                $391.00 
Eric Cizenski   Assistant Varsity Track and Field (Modified) $391.00 
Nick Cerrone   Assistant Varsity Girls Lacrosse (Modified)         Non-Compensated 
Brendan Crowley  Assistant Varsity Boys Lacrosse (JV)             Non-Compensated 
Daniel Bishop   Assistant Varsity Softball                           Non-Compensated 
William Hennigan  Assistant Varsity Girls Lacrosse              Non-Compensated 
Kiehl Hutchins   Assistant Varsity Boys Lacrosse              Non-Compensated 
William Manchiocci Jr  Assistant Varsity Softball (modified)             Non-Compensated 
Ronald Moore   Assistant Varsity Girls Lacrosse              Non-Compensated 

    William VanOrder      Assistant Varsity Boys Lacrosse    Non-Compensated 
    Peter DiStefano      Assistant Varsity Wrestling     Non-Compensated 
  
 
2.6 Appointment of Extra-Curricular 
 -Laura Kuhns, National Honor Society, $822.50 
 -Amendment - Heidi Busa, National Honor Society, $822.50 
 
2.7 Change in Status 
 -Nancy MacLachlan, Bus Driver, from 4.5 to 4.75 hours per day, effective Nov 20, 2013 
 
2.8 Appointment of Non-Instructional Substitute 
 -Mary Haney, substitute food service worker, $8.00/hour, effective February 4, 2014 
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2.9 Approval of Salary Increases  

-Non-Represented employees as submitted 
 

2.10 **REMOVED TO BE VOTED ON SEPERATELY Create two Custodial Worker II positions effective 
March 4, 2014 

 
2.11  **REMOVED TO BE VOTED ON SEPERATELY Abolish all of the Maintenance Helper positions (ten 

total positions on unit roster) effective March 4, 2014 
 
3.1 December 2013 Treasurer’s Report 
3.2 December 2013 Revenue Status Report 
3.3 December 2013 Appropriation Status Report 
  
4 Committee on Special Education Recommendations as submitted 
  
5 Gift Donation to District 
 Marcellus Academic Club, $500 to MSCD for Video Conference Group 
 
6 Disposal of Equipment 
 -Buses - as submitted 
 
7 Budget Transfers 
 
8 Door-to-Door Fundraiser 
 -MHS Bands & Choirs, Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie Dough, February 14 - 24 

 
    

 
Ayes – 5, Nays – 0, Motion Carried 
 
 
NO. 10 – COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 Audit Committee – The Audit Committee met this evening before the Regular Board Meeting. John Fuller 
gave the update that Marcellus is doing very well and got a great report from Central Business office at BOCES. They 
reviewed October, November and December’s statements. The Board of Education was very pleased with these 
month’s reports. It was also discussed with the Board of Education that the external and internal auditors should 
have a 3 year rollover. The Board is very pleased with the work of our current internal and external auditors, but it 
is sound business to change every three years to get a different view on the reports. 
 
 Facilities – Ryan reported that the Facilities committee will meet this Thursday to discuss more on the topic 
of the softball field and the current updates on this project. Ryan also mentioned that there might be a donation 
from the Optimist Club and also talks of a fund raiser to help with the remaining costs. The fund raiser might be 
during the Old Home Days in Marcellus this June. More details to follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
NO. 11 – SUPERINTENDENT/ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
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 Craig Tice – Craig stated by thanking Deb, Cindy and Cheryl for their presentation and works done on the 
presentation tonight. Craig also wanted to let the Board know that he will fill them in after the meeting he will have 
with regards to Kasson Road building beginning converted into another off site school. Craig also wanted to let the 
Board know that they are working with the High School. They are working with Student Government on bringing 
the program back to the High School. Craig is also working on a survey on line with regards to the budget forum and 
reminded the Board of Education of the town forum meeting coming up in the next few months. 
. 
 Tony Sonnachio – All set this evening . 
 
 Trish McCarron –  All set this evening.  
  
 Cheryl Wallace-Vilardo – wanted to let the Board of Education know that the 2nd marking period ended last 
week. The report cards were mailed out on Friday. Also, Cheryl mentioned that they had the High Honor and Honor 
Roll award assemblies for the Grades 6-8. Also honored were the 2nd Quarter Citizenship and Effort winners. 
 
 Cindy Bird – Cindy wanted to thank the Board for letting them present tonight on the Common Core 
updates. She also wanted to congratulate Dean Kloss, one of the 1st grade teachers, who will be working on a 
Doctoral Program at Syracuse University. Dean was selected from a group of individuals and KCH is very proud of 
him. 
 
 Gary Bisaillon – Wanted to congratulate Janet on her appointment tonight. Gary also talked about the 
Student Safety Patrol at KCH. This is a program where 70% of all 3rd graders become a student leader during their 
3rd grade year at KCH. 
 
 Mike Free – Mike Free started out congratulating Colleen Ferguson and Rachel Ceparski for competing in 
the sectional finals in swimming. Colleen places  4th in the completion. Also he wanted to congratulate the Marcellus 
Varsity Wrestling team in the OHSL Class B Wrestling Tournament. The team placed 4th with 10 wrestler in the 
possibility 15 weigh classes. Five wrestlers made it to the finals. The top two students, Zach Ruggles and Ben Hood 
were OHSL League Champions in their weight class. It was an outstanding job by the whole team. And, Coach Todd 
Donovan, was voted as OHSL-Class B Wrestling Coach of the Year. 
 
 Deb Glisson – Deb let the Board of Education that Regent Examinations were finished last week. And, she 
will give an update on speaker Joe Cummings at Syracuse University. 
 
 John Durkee –  John also commented on starting the second semester. 
  
 
NO. 12 – REVIEW & SUMMARY 
 
12(a) REVIEW OF DISCUSSIONS/ACTIONS WHICH THE BOARD OF EDUCATION ACCOMPLISHED TONIGHT FOR 

STUDENTS-  
   
 
 
NO. 13 – RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS – None at this time. 
  
 
 
 
NO. 14 – EXECUTIVE SESSION –  
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“RESOLVED BY JEFF CRYSLER, SECONDED BY DAVID KELLY THAT the meeting in public be adjourned and executive 

session be convened for – 
 
Discussion of the following items during Executive Session 
 

 MEU Negotiations 
 Student Discipline at DMS. 

 
End of Executive Session TIME: 8:06   P.M. 
 

NO. 9 – CONSENT AGENDA – Items voted separately, 
 
“RESOLVED BY DAVID KELLY, SECONDED BY JOHN FULLER THAT the Consent Agenda consisting of the following 

items be approved:” 
 

2.10 ** VOTED ON SEPERATELY Create two Custodial Worker II positions effective March 4, 2014 
 
2.11  **VOTED ON SEPERATELY Abolish all of the Maintenance Helper positions (ten total positions 

on unit roster) effective March 4, 2014 
 
 

Ayes – 5, Nays – 0, Motion Carried 
  
NO. 15 – ADJOURNMENT 
 
15(a)   “RESOLVED BY THOMAS WEST, SECONDED BY JEFF CRYSLER THAT the Board of Education meeting be 
adjourned.” 
 
 
Ayes – 5, Nays – 0, Motion Carried 
 
 

TIME:   8:32  P.M. 
 


